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INTRODUCTION 

 

On Monday 29 May 1876 the New Plymouth Recreation Ground was opened with a 

ceremonial planting of four trees – an oak for Europe, a radiata pine for America, a 

Norfolk Island pine for the Pacific and a puriri for New Zealand. 

The plantings were done by Jane Carrington – daughter of Frederic Carrington - the 

surveyor who created the Plymouth Company township in 1841. 

The park was created with the passing of the Botanical Gardens and Recreation Grounds 

Bill (1875) by the Taranaki Provincial Council as one of its last actions before it was 

wound-up in 1875. 

The Recreation Ground, at that time, was more in name than in reality, it being merely a 

tree-less valley – the timber had been milled for building the town - along a small stream 

filled with gorse, tutu and fern.  

Always financially impoverished, the park committee – a selection of New Plymouth’s 

well-regarded businessmen and local identities - soon began the process of improvement, 

enthusiastically supported by benefactors and other residents of the town. 

It was only in 1908 that ‘The Rec’ became Pukekura Park on the suggestion of Mr. S. 

Percy Smith, the former Surveyor-General and founder of the prestigious Polynesian 

Society. 

Alan Metcalfe’s text covers – year by year - the period from the establishment of the park 

to its naming as Pukekura. In addition, Alan has selected articles from local newspapers 

which provide a more detailed contemporary description of important events. The text and 

articles will, undoubtedly, prove to be of singular use to future researchers and those 

interested in the park’s history. 

 Alan has recorded the incredible array of New Plymouth citizens who have selflessly 

contributed to enhancing ‘The Rec’ as members of the committee or by donating, at times, 

rather eccentric features. 

Here, then, you will read of the presentation of The Poet’s Bridge and the bizarre Boxthorn 

maze, the creation of the main lake and the establishment of the iconic sportsground and its 

terraces from a knee-deep swamp.  

You will also read of the various early curators and their individual contributions, of the 

amazingly successful Floral Fetes and of the vineyard planted by a German immigrant 

family. 

This, then, is a record of the early history of Pukekura Park, the unique botanical amalgam 

which has become a special place in the hearts of Taranaki people – truly a park for all 

people. 

 

Ron Lambert 
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PREFACE 
A couple of years ago I became involved in the Pukekura Park when I volunteered to be a buggy 

driver, doing tours for the Friends of the Park. There was some historical information available for 

the drivers but whether the driver decided to use it was up to them.  

Once I decided I was going to use historical information on my tours I found that I wanted to 

know more than was provided. This started me on my research journey.  

Being a member of the Friends of the Park there are many informative articles in their magazines. 

Another great source of information is “Pukekura – A Centennial History of Pukekura Park and 

Brooklands” by A. B. Scanlan. Then I was introduced to Papers Past, a fabulous source of 

information. This gave more depth to the stories that I had read in other material. Over the past 

two years I have amassed several thousand articles from this source. I must also mention Ian 

Hutchinson, Botanical Records Officer at Pukekura Park. Ian has a wealth of information about 

the park and has been most helpful to me on my journey of discovery. This document is mainly 

based on articles in Papers Past and hopefully factual. 

So I decided that, having spent many hundreds of hours doing the research I may as well collate 

the information. This only covers the history of the park while it was called the Recreation 

Ground, from 1875 – 1908, which was the period when the bones of the park were formed. The 

next hundred plus years was fine tuning. 

Each year there is an overview of events for the year, summary of significant events, a selection of 

newspaper articles and some photos where I feel they add to the story. There is only a selection of 

newspaper articles, as there are far too many to publish them all. Most of the available Recreation 

Ground Board minutes of meetings are included. There are adverts for some of the fundraising 

events and newspaper reports of some of the events. These reports give an insight into the sort of 

things people did for amusement in the 19th Century. 

The majority of the newspaper clips are from the Taranaki Herald (TH) and a few from the 

Taranaki Daily News (TDN). 

Note, If the reader compares my information with that of Scanlan, there may be some 

discrepancies. With digital searching, these days historical information is much easier to access 

than back in 1978. 

Throughout this document there are pictures taken from the Auckland Weekly News, these are not 

necessarily important for the events they cover but they show what the park looked like on a 

particular day. This can help when trying to date other photos. 

Alan Metcalfe 
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Units of Measurement 
 

Weight 

lb oz (pounds and ounces) 16oz = 1 lb  1 lb =  0.454 kg 

 

Length 

ft - in (feet and inches) 12in = 1ft    1 ft =   304.8mm 

3 ft - 6in  =  3ʹ - 6ʺ 

yd (yard)  1 yard = 3 ft 

chain         1 chain = 66 ft (length of a cricket wicket) 

On section plans the length and breadth would be shown in links. A link being 1/100 of a chain or 

7.92 inches (201mm) 

 

Volume 

Yards = cubic yards     1 cubic yard = 0.765 m³ 

 

Area (land) 

A R P (acres, roods and perches)   1 acre = 4046.86 m² 

1 acre = 4 roods       1 rood = 40 perches  

 

Money 

 £ s d (pounds shillings and pence)   1 pound = 20 shillings 

        1 shilling = 12 pence 



v 

Land from 

Jockey Club  

Section D part 

4 Sub1 - 3.2.0. 

Recrea	on Ground Land Details 
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Recreation Ground Land Details 
The map on the previous page shows the makeup of the Recrea	on Ground as far as the original southern boundary, 

which was the northern edge of Holsworthy Road. The turquoise line is the modern- day boundary of the park.  

Town sec	ons with white numbers represent the original whole sec	ons granted in the Taranaki Botanical Garden Act 

1876. Two sec	ons originally granted which do not appear on this map, 1047 and 1048 are where the model train is 

situated on Gilbert Street. 

Sec	on with numbers, where 2 digits are white, and 2 digits are yellow indicates a part sec	on. 

Sec	ons with yellow numbers were purchased later.  

As well as numbered town sec	ons the Board was also given areas marked “L” and “X” and part of “M” plus the areas of 

the streets within the boundary.  These are all detailed in the Taranaki Botanical Garden Act 1876.  

Other sec	ons, such as 1182, which are outside of the current boundary were part of the original quota but were 

released usually as part of a land swap.  

 

Changes to the Recreation Ground area. Purchases, swaps and donations: 

 

1876  Section 1172 purchased for £62 14s from Mr Stephenson. 

1876  Section 1175 purchased for £50 from Mr Hammerton. 

1886  Section 1086 purchased for £40 from Mr Dorsett. 

1891  Sections 1107, 1108, 1127 and 1128 also part sections 1106, 1109, 1126 and 1129  
  purchased for £125 from Mrs Harriet Fookes. This block of land was originally known as 

  Maori Reserve No 12. 

1893  Section 1084 purchased for £25 plus a piece of land. Bought from Mr Dingle. The piece 

  of land exchanged was possibly section 1064. 

1894  Section 1135 purchased for £16 16s from Reginald Bayley. 

1899  1182 transferred to Jockey Club as part of a land swap for the 3.5 acres below. 

1901  3.5 acre block of land to the east of the Serpentine was transferred to the Recreation  
  Ground from the Jockey Club. This area is Section D part 4 Sub1 - 3.2.0. 
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1875 
This is where the story begins.  Robert Clinton Hughes a young lawyer had just been voted onto the 

Taranaki Provincial Council. Hughes was asked by his friend Peter Elliot, to table a question relating 

to the availability of land for recreational use at the council sitting of January 1875. 

In reply Thomas Kelly (Provincial Secretary) said there was an area referred to as the Botanic 

Gardens. This area had been identified by Frederic Alonzo Carrington on his original survey of the 

town. The site is next to the Te Henui Stream adjacent to Puketarata Pa.  

Things went quiet for a few months; however, some residents were making noises. James Davis, later 

the funder of The Poet’s Bridge in his speech on the opening day of the bridge was reported to have 

said that when he arrived in New Plymouth, he saw that the great want of the town was a public 

pleasure gardens, and he at once commenced to agitate the question. Also, sometime during May or 

June a petition signed by 112 prominent residents, calling for a recreation area, had been presented to 

the Provincial Council. In the petition, the signatories vowed to look after any land given. It may well 

have been James Davis who initiated the petition. 

Kelly had been extremely busy. He was a key player in setting up the inaugural Harbour Board and 

securing funding for its development. There had been a lot of talk about abolishing the system of 

Provincial Government and the sitting in June was possibly going to be the last chance to pass 

legislation. However, he did have another project that he was working on, which was to find a 

suitable location for an asylum. He had settled on the site known as Fort Herbert which lies on the 

hill behind the current east stand at the Sports Ground. At that time, the Pukekura valley was devoid 

of trees and he would have had a good view across it. He was aware that the valley had little 

commercial value and considered that it may lend itself to a recreation area. At the time most of the 

land belonged to the Education Board. Kelly wrote to Fred Carrington, who was the Superintendent 

at the time, laying out his vision (TH, JUNE 26, 1875).  

Once Kelly got the green light, he went about writing The Botanical Garden and Public Recreation 

Grounds Bill, 1875. This vested approximately 39 acres of land for recreational purposes and was to 

be run by the Town Board. He ran this by the Town Board but unfortunately, they did not want the 

ratepayers to have to carry the financial burden of developing and maintaining such a recreation 

ground. This all happened the day before the Provincial Council was due to be prorogued. Kelly, 

disappointed with the Town Council was ready to drop the bill.  Hughes on the other hand was keen 

to salvage it and suggested that the reserve could be run by a board of trustees. Kelly agreed to this if 

by the next morning Hughes could find seven people to act as trustees. Hughes did this, the bill was 

amended and went through all its stages and was passed during the last sitting of the Provincial 

Council on June 30, 1875. Even though the bill passed through the Provincial Council it still had to 

be approved by the Governor. The bill did not get the Governor’s approval and it was not until 

September 1876 that the Taranaki Botanic Garden Act 1876 passed through parliament. 

A list of board members was published in the TH on July 31, 1875. The names being: - Thomas King, 

Harris Ford, Robert Clinton Hughes, Isaac Broad, John Gilmour, James Thomas Davis, and Robert 

Joseph Collins.  

The first board meeting was held on Friday, September 30, 1875, at which it was agreed to meet the 

following Tuesday as a group to survey the land they had been granted, which was now estimated to 

be 47 acres. It was also agreed that the first work to be undertaken would be to erect a boundary 

fence. 

 The Board met as planned along with Arthur Standish to survey the task ahead. The next morning 

Hughes and Davis started to peg out the first path (Hughes Walk). There was a stream running 

through the park and the idea was to run a path along the west side of the stream and have a second 
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path at right angles up to the racecourse. Even though Hughes and Davis were eager to see progress 

work on the paths did not start until 1876. To establish a good layout for the Recreation Ground the 

board ran a competition, offering a £5 prize for the best plan. Reginald Bayley was the winner.  

Laying out paths etc is a job for a surveyor and the board was fortunate that Thomas Kingwell 

Skinner offered his services, gratis. He spent many hours with his chain man over a period of 30 

years laying out different aspects of the Recreation Grounds.  

The first actual development in the Recreation Ground was the planting of a vineyard by Heinrich 

Breidecker. He was granted the lease of an acre of land behind the racecourse in what is now 

Stainton Dell. The vineyard was not successful and was abandoned a few years later. Breidecker 

moved to Hokianga where he did establish a successful vineyard. 

 

Summary of significant events 

 Robert Clinton Hughes tables the question “Is there any land available for recreation?” at 

 Provincial Council meeting. 

• A petition asking for recreation land signed by 112 prominent local residents is presented to 

the Provincial Council. 

• Thomas Kelly, Provincial Secretary, identifies land to be set aside for recreation area and town 

water supply. 

• Kelly introduces legislation to create a recreation area and to be controlled by the Town 

Board. 

• The Town Board rejects the proposal, they do not want to burden ratepayers.  

• Kelly modifies bill to place the Recreation Grounds under the control of a board of  trustees. 

• The bill passes and is last piece of legislation of the Provincial Council. 

• The members of the Board of Trustees are named.  

• A premium of £5 offered for the best design for laying out the grounds. 

• Mr Reginald Bayley’s design for the layout of the Recreation Grounds is accepted.  

• The Board agree to lease one acre of land to Mr Breidecker for a vineyard. 

• The Board unsuccessfully try to get control of sections 1065 and 1084 to enable good access 

from Carrington Road (now Victoria Road). 

• Isaac Broad leaves the Board due to lack of attendance and is replaced by Thomas Colson. 
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TH, JANUARY 20, 1875 

TH, JUNE 26, 1875 
KELLY’S LETTER TO CARRINGTON 

 

TH, JUNE 19, 1875 
CHANGE OF LAND USAGE 
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TH, JUNE 30, 1875 
PROVINCIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

TH, JULY 31, 1875 
BOARD APPOINTED 

TH, JUNE 26, 1875 
TH, AUGUST 4, 1875 
FIRST BOARD MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 11, 1875 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 18, 1875 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 25, 1875 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, OCTOBER 13, 1875 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1875 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 22, 1875 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

  

TH, OCTOBER 27, 1875 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 24, 1875 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 8, 1875 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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Robert Clinton Hughes 1847—1935 (Puke Ariki PHO2007 - 018) 

 

A lawyer by profession and a staunch advocate for a recreation ground Hughes was an 

original Board member remaining on the Board for almost 60 years. 

He was a strong swimmer and it is said that on occasions when the sea was too rough 

for ships to land the mail Hughes would swim out and bring it back to shore. He often 

featured in the accounts of swimming galas, his most successful event was the long 

dive.  

A leading member of the member of the Temperance Movement in the region Hughes 

was a member of the Temperance Alliance and the Band of Hope. 

Amongst other talents he spoke several languages and played the violin. 
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1876 
The Recreation Ground Board started the year by organising the clearing of parts of the reserve, 

building fences and cutting paths. The land was swampy, had few trees on it, and was covered in 

gorse (furze), ferns, and tutu. The plan was to have the main entrance at the northwest corner of the 

grounds onto Carrington Road (now Victoria Road) and run a path along the western bank of the 

stream down to Brooklands. From this path to have a second at right angles across the valley past the 

vineyard, exiting at the racecourse. Unfortunately, the Board did not own two sections (1084 and 

1065), making it difficult to proceed with the main entrance at that location. A decision was made to 

move the main entrance to Liardet Street, which was a slightly better option, but still not ideal. 

When seeking access across sections 1084 and 1065 the Board’s request was denied because this land 

was earmarked as the start of a road planned to run through the Recreation Ground. This news came 

as a shock to the Board who immediately started protesting. Eventually this matter was resolved, and 

the road never proceeded. 

The opening date was set. The ceremony was to be held around a mound (Cannon Hill) and the first 

paths would have been from the Liardet Street entrance around the mound.  

During the opening day ceremony four trees were planted around the mound by Miss Jane 

Carrington, eldest daughter of Fred Carrington. On the east side an oak representing Britain, on the 

north a puriri representing NZ, on the west, a Norfolk Island pine representing the South Pacific 

Islands, and on the south, a Pinus insignus, representing America. The spade used by Miss Carrington 

can be found in Puke Ariki Museum. Following the official planting other folk were invited to plant 

trees. A rimu was planted by Mrs M. A. Hughes, a yew by Mrs T. K. Skinner, a Norfolk Island pine 

by Thomas Colson, and a puriri by Mr R. Hughes. James Mitchinson of Egmont Nursery donated 

many young trees for the public to plant. Land had been prepared for this to the south of the path 

between Cannon Hill and Fountain Lake. Some of these trees may still exist today. An account of the 

opening day’s ceremony was published in the TH, May 31, 1876. 

The original parliamentary bill of 1875 drafted to set up the Recreation Ground had some issues, and 

the Governor never signed it off, but after a few modifications the Taranaki Botanic Garden Act 1876 

finally passed in September 1876 allocating almost 49 acres of land to the Board of Trustees. The 

land was made up of a combination of town sections, parts of roads and part of the original green belt 

that Carrington set out. Within the boundary of the park there were a few town sections that were 

privately owned, and the Board purchased these when they were able to do so. Sections 1172 and 

1175, both of which had cottages, were purchased in 1876. 

Charles Carnell was employed as custodian, he worked two days a week. Carnell lived in a property 

adjoining to Recreation Ground where the Band Room stands today at the Rogan Street car park. At 

that time Carnell’s house was on Wakefield Street. One of his duties was to impound cattle 

wandering into the grounds. 

Throughout the history of the park there has always been controversy about the selection of plants. In 

the early days planting was very much dependant on what was donated. The Board was always 

struggling financially and would accept any plant donations. In 1876 the Board received two 

thousand plants from Christchurch Domain which had a major impact on the diversity of plants in the 

Recreation Ground. 
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Summary of significant events 

• Survey of boundary completed. 

• Board told sections 1065 &1084 were not available. 

• Furze cutting tender accepted.  

• Work commenced on ditch and bank fencing. 

• Pegging out of path commenced 

• Charles Tapp’s tender for constructing footpaths was accepted. 

• Decision made to make entrance at Liardet Street. 

• First pathway formed, probably from Liardet St Entrance to Cannon Hill. 

• May 29th, formal opening took place centred around Cannon Hill. 

• Taranaki Botanic Garden Act 1876 read for first time in House. 

• Taranaki Botanic Garden Act 1876 finally passes in House. 

• Two thousand shrubs received from Canterbury Domain. 

• Boundary fence between Recreation Ground and Brooklands completed. 

• Charles Carnell employed for two days a week as custodian. 

• Sections 1172 and 1175 (including cottages) purchased. 
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TH, FEBRUARY 26, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MARCH 8, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND UPDATE 

TH, MARCH 29, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, APRIL 12, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, APRIL 22, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING  TH, MARCH 15, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MARCH 11, 1876 
PUBLIC TRUST BOARD  

ROAD THROUGH RECREATION 

GROUND 

TH, MAY 6, 1876 
PUBLIC TRUSTS BOARD MEETING 

ROAD THROUGH RECREATION 

GROUND  
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TH, MAY 10, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MAY 17, 1876 
ROAD THROUGH RECREATION 

GROUND 

TH, MAY 24, 1876 
OPENING DAY NOTICE 

TH, MAY 24, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MAY 31, 1876 
OPENING DAY 



11 

TH, JUNE 7, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 12, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 26, 1876 
PARLIAMENT 

TH, AUGUST 9, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

TH, AUGUST 16, 1876 
IMPROVED ACCESS AT LIARDET 

STREET ENTRANCE 

TH, AUGUST 16, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 23, 1876 

TH, SEPTEMBER 13, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 4, 1876 
PARLIAMENT 

TH, OCTOBER 11, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 22, 1876 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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The original boundary of the Recreation Ground as defined by the Taranaki Botanic Garden Act 

1876. Two sections crossed were purchased later. The base map is Carrington’s Plan of New 

Plymouth 1842 (Puke Ariki ARC2004-285). 
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This is part of Carrington’s original relief map of New Plymouth (Puke Ariki ARC2004-287). 

Superimposed is the  area of the Recreation Grounds defined in the Taranaki Botanic Garden Act 1876. 

This shows what the terrain was like when the trustees first got the land. 
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1877 
This year was all about clearing gorse and making new paths, both  were limited due to lack of funds. 

We see the start of fundraising events which form the core of revenue along with subscriptions and 

leasing of some sections. Over time the trustees donated a lot of their own money and acted as 

guarantors for necessary loans. 

There was some tree planting done through the year, some of which will have been from the 

Canterbury donation. A significant addition was two California Big Trees (Sequiadendron 

giganteum), donated by, and probably planted by, James Davis. These trees are still going strong 

today (2020). One is by the old curator’s office on the east side of Sunken Dell and the other is on the 

east side of the same path leading to the Tea House. The Board during the planting season had also 

planted parallel with the northern and eastern boundary of the ground Pinus insignis (Pinus radiata). 

Towards the end of the year the construction of the lake was on everyone's mind. The design was 

completed by Thomas Kelly, and the Board issued tenders for the dam construction. The contract was 

won by Messrs. Neil, Claffey and Power. 

A notable departure from the Board was R. J. Collins, who left New Plymouth to take up a position in 

the treasury department at Wellington. Collins would go on to become Auditor-General. His 

replacement was Reginald Bayley. Bayley drew the plans of the Recreation Ground and designed the 

dam’s under-sluice. 

 

Summary of significant events  

• Captain R. J. Collins left the Board to take up a position with the Government in Wellington. 

Reginald Bayley was appointed in his place. 

• Request for Prison labour to Borough Council. 

• Fire in the Recreation Grounds. 

• J. T. Davis donates Sequiadendron giganteum (still in the park 2020). 

• Damage to vines. 

• Dam design received from Thomas Kelly. 

• Fundraising Bazaar. 

• Tender issued for excavation of dam foundation. 
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TH, JULY 3, 1877 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 4, 1877 
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 

  

TH, AUGUST 8, 1877 
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 9, 1877 
FIRE IN THE RECREATION GROUND 

TH, SEPTEMBER 11, 1877 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 22, 1877 
RECREATION GROUND UPDATE 

TH, OCTOBER 3, 1877 
RECREATION GROUND TRESPASS 

NOTICE 

TH, OCTOBER 4, 1877 
DAMAGE TO VINES 

TH, OCTOBER 16, 1877 
LARRIKINS IN THE REC 

  



17 

TH, NOVEMBER 9, 1877 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 16, 1877 
TENDER TO CLEAR PATHS 

TH, DECEMBER 14, 1877 

TH, DECEMBER 19, 1877 
FUNDRAISING BAZAAR 

TH, DECEMBER 31, 1877 
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Thomas Kingwell Skinner (junior) 1849—1925 

 

Skinner was a board member from 1881 to 1901 but had surveyed for the Board from its 

inception. He trained as a surveyor under Octavius Carrington. He surveyed the New 

Plymouth to Hawera railway in 1882. 

Robert Clinton Hughes in his 1916 history of the park 

said the following about Skinner. 

“Another person who deserves special 

mention is Mr T. K. Skinner, surveyor, 

who was appointed to the board on the 

resignation of Thomas Colson. With Mr 

Skinner’s professional qualifications were 

united a great admiration for the grounds 

and a capacity to foresee and provide for 

their development on permanent lines. He 

cheerfully gave his time and that of his 

cadet to take levels and do such other 

survey and engineering works as were 

necessary. He laid out nearly all the 

paths.  A feature which he insisted on 

was to have a common level for the 

main paths, thus the level or altitude of 

the path at the Carrington Road 

entrance is the  same as that of the 

paths around the upper lake, even up as 

far as Brooklands. He also laid out and 

supervised the work of converting the 

swamp near the Liardet Street entrance 

into a Sports Ground. 

He suggested and supervised the cutting 

away of the southern extremity of what is 

now called Cannon  Hill, which extended  

almost to  the edge of the lake, to  provide a site for 

the Band Rotunda. The material was found very useful in strengthening  the dam of the large 

lake, the condition of which had given reason for much anxiety during many  a winter flood. 

The planting of the puriri trees near the rotunda was his idea. He also designed and 

supervised the extension of the large lake and the forming of the little islands at the upper 

end, and he converted the swamp beyond it into a long area of firm ground which was 

planted with a great variety of native trees. A love of flowers, a knowledge of native trees, 

unbounded enthusiasm, combined  with his engineering ability, enabled  him to render 

services to the public which deserve grateful acknowledgment. Mr Skinner resigned in 

1902.” 

The picture above is a studio portrait of T. K. Skinner wearing a Robinson Crusoe costume.(Puke 

Ariki PHO2009-221) 
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1878 
This year was all about the lake. The construction of the dam was a massive undertaking. All the 

work was done manually, and the Board had hoped to get some assistance using prison labour. 

Unfortunately, this was not forthcoming. To raise the funds to construct the dam the board members 

had to extend their personal credit. There were some changes to the original design, including an 

under sluice, this being necessary to drain the lake as a safety measure. The changes recommended 

by resident engineer C. W. Hursthouse added significantly to the cost. 

There were unforeseen issues, such as springs appearing as the earth was removed and large rocks 

which occasionally had to be removed using explosives. Thankfully, these were overcome, and the 

dam is still doing its job today. When the dam was finished and the lake filled with water it was 

described as having an area of nearly two acres, a length of nearly 400 yards with varying widths. 

Then the lake extended down to the northern end of Goodwin Dell. 

How the lake was to be used became an interesting issue. Contentiously, Mr W. K. Hulke of the 

Acclimatisation Society suggested a union between his organisation and the Recreation Ground 

Board on condition that bathing and boating were banned. He wanted the lake exclusively for fish, 

and duck breeding. The Board would have welcomed a union as the Acclimatisation Society was 

cash rich. Unfortunately the terms were unacceptable. 

The Board decided that individuals could put their own boats on the lake at an annual cost of £1 1s. 

Mr Nicoll (tinsmith) took advantage of this as early as May, christening his newly built 15ft iron 

outrigger “Lady of the Lake”. Initially boating was not allowed on Sundays then it was changed to 

Sundays before 12 noon, much to the disgust of the New Plymouth Wesleyan Chronicle.  

By the end of the year bathing in the lake was proposed but only if an individual had purchased a 

season ticket, and not after 8am. The southern end of the lake which was long and narrow had 

become known as The Dardanelles. 

The Board decided to employ a full-time custodian and started discussions about reclaiming the 

swamp near the Liardet Street entrance. This would prove to be significantly more problematic than it 

first appeared. 

Some of the plant donors this year were Messrs. Mitchinson, Skinner, Butterworth, Hammerton, 

Gibson, Howell, Newman, and Uncles. Also, a black swan was donated by Mr Wilson of Kakaramea. 

A fundraising bazaar was organised, held in the Odd Fellows’ Hall. Lots of stalls were run by a 

who’s who of the local ladies. A huge £256 was raised for the Board. 

Summary of significant events  

• Dam construction in progress. 

• Under-sluice added to the dam design. 

• Dam completed. 

• Pleasure boat gifted to Recreation Grounds to place in newly formed lake. 

• Shrubs donated by Messrs. Mitchinson, Skinner, Butterworth, L.A. Hammerton and S. Howell. 

• Black Swan donated by Mr W. Colson of Kakaramea. 

• Custodian position advertised. Twenty shillings a week. 

• Bathing proposed, only allowed with season ticket and before 8am. 
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TH, JANUARY 3, 1878 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1878 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 7, 1878 
DONATIONS 

TH, FEBRUARY 14, 1878 
DAM EXCAVATION UPDATE 

  

TH, APRIL 8, 1878 
FUNDRAISING 

  

TH, APRIL 26, 1878 
GIFT OF PLEASURE BOAT 

TH, APRIL 29, 1878 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MAY 16, 1878 
MR NICOLL’S OUTRIGGER 

  



21 

TH, MAY 25, 1878 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MAY 25, 1878 
OUTRIGGER CHRISTENED 

TH, MAY 28, 1878 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JUNE 13, 1878 
ABOUT THE DAM 
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TH, JULY 20, 1878 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 31, 1878 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 17, 1878 
BYE-WASH TENDER 

TH, SEPTEMBER 19, 1878 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 21, 1878 
CUSTODIAN WANTED 

TH, OCTOBER 19, 1878 
BOATING ON SUNDAYS 

TH, NOVEMBER 5, 1878 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, NOVEMBER 9, 1878 
FUNDRAISING 
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TH, NOVEMBER 12, 1878 
FUNDRAISING BAZAAR A SUCCESS 

TH, NOVEMBER 14, 1878 
THE DARDANELLES 

TH, NOVEMBER 18, 1878 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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1879 
This year saw two significant changes to the Recreation Ground Board members. John Gilmour and 

Thomas King both resigned being replaced by R. H. Thompson and James Davidson, respectively. 

With the lake well-established there was a call to use it for recreational swimming. The town did not 

have a swimming pool so the water in the Recreation Ground looked very safe and inviting. After a 

public meeting chaired by C. W. Govett, he and Mr R. H. Thompson were charged with approaching 

the Board with a scheme to build a bathing house and get permission to swim in the lake. The Board 

agreed but stipulated that swimming would not be allowed until a bathing house was erected. Plans 

were drawn up by a Mr Northcroft and the building went out for tender. 

The next problem was how to pay for the bathing house. The committee set up to organise the 

construction had managed to solicit £40 by way of subscriptions, the remainder would have to be 

found by other means. A couple of fundraising events were organised, one being the first swimming 

competition on Wednesday, April 9, 1879. The competitors had to be suitably attired in drawers and 

singlets and get changed in the new bathing house. The occasion drew a large crowd who sat on the 

banks overlooking the lake. At that time, the sides of the valley were basically treeless, so there was 

an excellent view of proceedings. Board member, Robert Clinton Hughes was one of the competitors. 

The park is now famous for its eels and in 1879 we have our first account of eels being caught, one 

being about 3 feet 6 inches long and weighing in at 15lb.  

In November, the Recreation Swimming Club was formed with the intention of having annual 

swimming competitions and swimming lessons. Newton King was on the committee. The subs were 

set at 2s 6d. The final act of the year was the first swimming competition arranged by the Recreation 

Swimming Club. The day was a huge success. The Mayor declared a public half day holiday for the 

occasion. 

Donations during the year included shrubs from Mr Mitchinson and Muscovy ducks from Mr A. 

Colson. 

The history of the Recreation Ground is all about people, some of whom are household names even 

today. Most of the early trustees were prominent townsfolk. In 1879 one name stands out, Mr R. H. 

Thompson.  He was prominent in the forming of the bathing house committee and the Swimming 

Club at the end of the year. Thompson who joined the Recreation Ground Board of Trustees in May 

was an active member of the community. He was manager of the Cash Palace (a shop in town), but 

he was also a town councillor, secretary of the Odd Fellows, the Garrick Club, and the Beach bathing 

house. He was a sergeant in the Mounted Rifle Volunteer Corps, director of the New Plymouth Gas 

Company and Chairman of the Public Works Committee.  Sadly for the Recreation Ground 

Thompson left New Plymouth in 1880 when the Cash Palace closed its doors. 

The final act of the year was the first swimming competition arranged by the new Swimming Club. 

The day was a huge success. The Mayor declared a public half holiday for the occasion. 
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Summary of significant events  

• Swimming Club formed to erect a bathing house. 

• Board gives go ahead for construction of bathing house. 

• Paradise ducks released into the lake. 

• Tender issued for erection of bathing house. 

• Bathing house erected. 

• First swimming competition in Recreation Ground’s lake 

• Mr. J. Gilmour resigned. Mr R. H. Thompson nominated to take his place.  

• Thomas King resigned. 

• Swimming club formed. 

• First swimming competition organised by the swimming club. 
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TH, JANUARY 15, 1879 
MEETING TO FORM SWIMMING CLUB 

  

TH, JANUARY 21, 1879 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 23, 1879 
SWIMMING CLUB MEETING 

  

  

TH, JANUARY 25, 1879 
BATHING HOUSE MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 31, 1879 
BATHING HOUSE MEETING 

 

TH, FEBRUARY 1, 1879 
BATHING HOUSE TO PROCEED 

TH, FEBRUARY 8, 1879 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

HT, FEBRUARY 12, 1879 
BATHING HOUSE PLANS 

TH, MARCH 4, 1879 
PARADISE DUCKS RELEASED IN 

LAKE 

TH, MARCH 6,1879 
BATHING HOUSE TENDER 

TH, MARCH 11, 1879 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, MARCH 28, 1879 
ERECTION OF BATHING HOUSE 

TH, APRIL 1, 1879 
BATHING HOUSE UPDATE 

TH, APRIL 7, 1879 

TH, APRIL 8, 1879 
FUNDRAISING 

  

TH, APRIL 10, 1879 
FIRST SWIMMING COMPETITION 

TH, APRIL 23, 1879 
FUNDRAISING 
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TH, APRIL 11, 1879 
FUNDRAISING ENTERTAINMENT 

  

TH, MAY 17, 1879 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

 
The ordinary meeting of the above 
board was held last night (May 16). 
Present: Messrs. Colson, Davis, Ford, 
and Hughes. In the absence of the 
Chairman (Mr. T. King), Mr. R Hughes 
presided. 

Resignation.– Notice of Mr. Gilmour’s 
resignation was read and accepted. 

New Member :- Proposed by Mr. Davis, 
seconded by Mr. Ford and carried, 
“That Mr. R. H. Thompson be recom-

Loan:- An application was read from 
the Bathing House Committee for a 
loan of £9 12s. 

Proposed by Mr. Colson and seconded 
by Mr. Davis and carried. “That the 
thanks of the Board be presented to 
the Bathing House Committee for the 
successful exertions in reference to the 
erection  of the Bathing House, and 
that the Board advance the money as 
requested for the payment of outstand-
ing accounts.” 

TH, JULY 8, 1879 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 9, 1879 
R H THOMPSON JOINS BOARD 

TH, JULY 9, 1879 
BOROUGH COUNCIL DONATION 

  

TH, OCTOBER 1, 1879 
EELS IN THE LAKE 

  

TH, OCTOBER 6, 1879 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 3, 1879 
MEETING TO FORM SWIMMING 

CLUB 
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TH, NOVEMBER 7, 1879 
SWIMMING CLUB FORMED 

TH, DECEMBER 5, 1879 

TH, DECEMBER 11, 1879 
SWIMMING CLUB COMP RESULTS 

TH, DECEMBER 12, 1879 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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1880 
 This was a quiet year regarding progress. The Board found itself in a financial crisis and not able to 

do a lot of work in the grounds. The debt was troubling because the trustees were personally 

responsible for any debts incurred. They did receive a couple of cash injections, one by way of a 

lecture by Sir William Fox, (former Prime Minister on four occasions) who gave an account of his 

travels in Palestine and the Holy Lands at the Odd Fellows Hall. 

The financial situation was desperate, and the Board went cap in hand to the Borough Council to get 

a subsidy. The council considered it, then rejected the plea. Councillor Nicoll wanted to table a 

motion that the council take over the running of the Recreation Ground. This motion was later 

withdrawn because Nicoll became aware that the Recreation Ground Board of Trustees would not 

step down. The reality was, the Borough Council had no legal authority to take over the Recreation 

Grounds.  

In the Act that set up the grounds, Article 18 stated that, “The Governor may on the petition of the 

majority of the members for the time being of the Board, or of two-thirds of the rate-payers of the 

Borough of New Plymouth, dissolve the said board, and on such dissolution the said lands vested by 

this Act shall vest in the Borough of New Plymouth, and be managed by the said Borough as the 

Board is authorized to manage the said lands.” In later years, the Recreation Board would use this to 

try and extract money from the council by threatening to hand over the grounds to the Borough 

Council if they did not give a grant for the running of the grounds. 

The Recreation Swimming Club organised an Autumn competition on March 3. The morning was not 

looking promising and the committee decided to postpone the event. As is often the case in New 

Plymouth the weather changed, and the committee decided to go ahead again. To inform the towns 

people they employed the services of the town crier. The competition had some interesting events, 

such as a blindfold race, “washerwoman’s surprise”, but the event that stands out is the diving 

competition won by R. C. Hughes. Hughes was a keen swimmer and member of the Board of 

Trustees for about 60 years. 

Donations this year, included plants from Mr G. E. Duncan, pine seeds from the Geological 

Department, and water lilies from Mr Johnson of Christchurch. The board also received 200 trout ova 

to be released into the lake. 

 

Summary of significant events   

• Plant donations from Mr George Duncan. 

• Captain Davidson appointed to Board in place of Thomas King. 

• The Board agrees to set aside a portion of the lake for ladies bathing. 

• A motion to take over control of the Recreation Grounds tabled in the Borough Council 

meeting then later withdrawn. 

• Receipt of Vitis californica seeds.  

• Trout ova received for the Recreation Grounds lake.  

• Recreation Grounds presented with Water Lilies.  
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Davis was a Trustee of the Recreation Ground from its inception until 

his unfortunate death in 1891. Davis owned an ironmongers business 

on Devon Street. He was an active member of society. He served on the 

Town Board, the Borough Council, prominent member of the Ancient 

Order of Foresters, Fire Inspector, member of the Horticultural Society, 

steward of the Jockey Club and various other committees. 

James Thomas Davis 1833 - 1891 (Puke Ariki PHO2012-0503) 
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TH, JANUARY 3, 1880 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1880 
SWIMMING CLUB MEETING 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 7, 1880 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 7, 1880 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, FEBRUARY 16, 1880 
GOVERNMENT DONATION 

TH, MARCH 4, 1880 
SWIMMING COMP RESULTS 

  

TH, JANUARY 5, 1880 
TRUSTEE APPOINTMENT 
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TH, MARCH 13, 1880 
FUNDRAISING 

Sir William Fox Lecture 

TH, MAY 5, 1880 
BOARD ASKS COUNCIL FOR HELP 

  

TH, JUNE 3, 1880 
LETTER TO EDITOR - FINANCIAL 

POSITION OF RECREATION GROUND 

  

TH, JUNE 8, 1880 
COUNCIL DECLINE REQUESTED 

HELP 

TH, JUNE 10, 1880 
FUNDING SUGGESTION 

TH, JUNE 3, 1880 
MOTION IN COUNCIL TO TAKE-OVER 

RECREATION GROUNDS 

TH, JUNE 28, 1880 
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TH, JULY 2, 1880 
FUNDRAISING 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 11, 1880 
DONATION FOR BOARD 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 17, 1880 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 12, 1880 
SEED DONATION 

  

TH, OCTOBER 12, 1880 
TROUT OVA FOR RECREATION 

GROUND 

TH, NOVEMBER 13, 1880 
WATER LILY DONATION 
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Sec�on of a map compiled by T. K. Skinner in 1880 (Puke Ariki ARC2010-220). Skinner was the surveyor that laid out 

most of the paths in the park and this is probably why he added them onto his map. The paths show are probably a 

combina�on of what existed at the �me of dra,ing the map and paths that had been planned by Reginald Bayley on his 

Recrea�on Grounds plan. This plan was not up to date as it s�ll shows sec�ons 1172 and 1175 as not being part of the 

grounds. These were both purchased by the board in 1876. 
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1881 
The focus at the beginning of the year was fundraising. The Board found itself in debt which it 

needed to reduce significantly. The main fundraiser was a Fancy Fair, raising £110. The Borough 

Council gave a grant of £50. Another way of raising funds was the introduction of a charge for using 

the bathing house, a season ticket being 2s 6d. 

During the year three Board members resigned, Reginald Bayley, R. H. Thompson, and Thomas 

Colson. They were replaced by J. B. Roy, Dr Gibbes and T. K. Skinner. The Board remained 

unchanged until 1885. 

 Until 1881 the current Sports Ground was a swamp. A decision was made to drain it and fill it with 

earth to create a sports field, initially for croquet, but later changed to cricket. At that time, the land 

around the Liardet Street Entrance was not fully developed. There was a hill outside the gate making 

access to the grounds difficult. A request was made to the Borough Council to remove part of the hill 

to fill the swamp, permission was granted to remove 2,000 yards. T K Skinner was requested to 

prepare a plan and specifications for the work. Mr Alfred Well was awarded the job. Work started 

towards the end of the year, but it took many years to get the ground looking as it does today. 

It was reported that 1100 trees had been planted during the season. James Mitchinson of Caledonian 

Nurseries had graciously donated one thousand established plants. 

 

Summary of significant events  

• Fancy Fair fundraiser. 

• Decision made to start reclaiming the swamp for croquet. 

• Reginald Bayley resigns and Board recommends Mr J. B. Roy replaces him. 

• R. H. Thompson’s seat rendered vacant due to lack of attendance and Dr. Gibbes recommended 
as his replacement. 

• Mr Mitchinson, offers a thousand plants to the Board. 

• Thomas Colson resigns, T. K. Skinner recommended for the vacancy. 

• 1100 trees planted during the season. 

• Work started on reclaiming swamp. 

• Plants donation from Melbourne Botanical Garden.  

• Trout in Recreation Grounds. 
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TH, JANUARY 12, 1881 
CONCERT AND FIREWORKS 

  

TH, JANUARY 15, 1881 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 17, 1881 
FUNDRAISING 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 17, 1881 
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TH, FEBRUARY 17, 1881 
WATER POLO IN THE LAKE 

TH, FEBRUARY 25, 1881 

TH, FEBRUARY 28, 1881 
FANCY FAIR TAKINGS 

  

TH, MAY 30, 1881 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JUNE 7, 1881 
REQUEST FOR SWAMP FILL 

TH, JUNE 28, 1881 
PLANT DONATION 

TH, JULY 5, 1881 
SWAMP FILL EARTH GRANTED  
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TH, JULY 25, 1881 
RECREATION GROUNDS 

IMPROVEMENTS 

TH, JULY 27, 1881 
STATE OF FINANCES 

  

TH, AUGUST 17, 1881 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 30, 1881 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 14, 1881 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 14, 1881 
SWAMP FILLING TENDER 

TH, SEPTEMBER 17, 1881 
SWAMP TENDER 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 22, 1881 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, OCTOBER 8, 1881 
MISC 
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TH, OCTOBER 11, 1881 
BATHING HOUSE USAGE 

TH, OCTOBER 12, 1881 

TH, OCTOBER 15, 1881 

TH, OCTOBER 28, 1881 
PLANT DONATION 

TH, DECEMBER 12, 1881 

 TROUT IN THE REC LAKE 

TH, NOVEMBER 1, 1881 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, OCTOBER 31, 1881 
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Fountain lake in the early 1900’s. The enclosure on the right is a Peacock House built at the turn of 

the century which was located at the edge of what is now Palm Lawn. (Puke Ariki PHO2012-0001) 
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1882 
Again the state of finances was front and centre of the Board’s thoughts. The filling of the swamp 

was halted due to lack of funds and the Board again approached the Borough Council pleading for 

help in funding the Recreation Grounds. The Board officially threatened to hand over the ground to 

the council if aid was not forthcoming and eventually the council granted the Board £50.  

During one Board meeting it was suggested new blood should be found and the meeting descended 

into chaos, but eventually they settled down and the status quo was restored.  

The Acclimatisation Society was approached to help the Board.  It was suggested that Darby Claffey, 

the custodian, be educated in the care of monkeys, goats, buffalos, elephants, serpents, and other 

interesting animals which the Acclimatisation Society may propose to let loose on the grounds if they 

come to the party. 

In March a half day holiday was observed for the annual swimming tournament. The weather was 

fine, and the event was well-attended. Amongst the usual swimming events there was also a very 

amusing porker at the end of a greasy pole competition which caused much hilarity. A greasy pole 

was fixed so as to hang over the water, at its end was fastened a box with a pig in it. The swimmers 

had to climb along a pole, let out the pig so it dropped into the water, then retrieve it to the bank. 

Several unsuccessful attempts were made before the prize was eventually claimed by W. Holford. 

During the year, several people made personal donations to the grounds. Robert Clinton Hughes had 

a small ornamental lake made. Thomas Furlong donated a fountain, placed on what is now the 

Hatchery Lawn, two statues (Graces) in the main lake and a flagpole with a circular mirror hung from 

it. Thomas Furlong, or Professor Furlong as he liked to be known, was an interesting character, and 

very active in the community. He had arrived in New Plymouth with the 57th Regiment during the 

1860’s.  In 1866 he opened a barber shop on Devon Street West by the Mangaotuku Stream, next to 

William Collis, the photographer. He always had the latest in equipment, such as chairs etc. At the 

back was an extensive tobacconist and a shooting gallery. He also operated as a chiropodist. Doctor 

Gibbes also donated a fountain. Thomas Wilson donated some King Ferns and Mr. Shuttleworth 

donated some Prussian carp. 

Towards the end of the year reclamation of the swamp was resumed and a third of an acre was added 

to the lawn. The contractor was G Thompson. 

 

Summary of significant events  

• Salmon in the lake. 

• Professor Furlong donates statues in the lake and a fountain, in what is now The Hatchery 

Lawn. 

• The waterfall in the SW corner of the Hatchery Lawn is constructed. 

• The Hughes lake under construction. 

• Board threatens to hand over Recreation Grounds to Borough Council. 

• Tender accepted for filling in swamp. 

• Swamp filling commenced. 

• Bandstand plans presented and get the go ahead. 
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Captain James Davidson,  1834 - 1885  

Recrea�on Ground Trustee 1880  - 1885 

Captain Davidson was born in Kelso, Scotland 1834. In 1865 he immigrated to the United States 

and enlisted as a second lieutenant in the 19th Maine Infantry Volunteers. In 1867 he joined the 

regular army as a private rising to the rank of first sergeant, after passing exams he was appointed 

second lieutenant. In 1869 his unit was transferred to Texas and Davidson assumed the duty of 

military commissioner of Red River County, where he quickly made a name for himself. Soon 

after the Governor nominated Davidson adjutant general of Texas with the rank of colonel. His 

role put him in charge of the state police. He also headed the state militia and in 1871 and gained 

the rank of major general. In 1872 he unsuccessfully ran for state senator. Following a dispute over 

finances Davidson decided to leave the United States. During his time in service there he suffered 

a sabre wound which caused him pain in the following years. Davidson arrived in New Plymouth 

in the early 1870’s and in 1874 he married Jayne Ryan and the couple had six children. He became 

a prominent figure in New Plymouth, serving on the Harbour Board, the Hospital Board and was 

the third Mayor of New Plymouth, serving two terms.  

Image of Captain James Davidson (Puke Ariki A66.384) 
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TH, JANUARY 16, 1882 
BRAWL IN THE RECREATION 

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1882 

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1882 
FILL FROM LIARDET ST STOPPED 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 7, 1882 
BOARD HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR 

UNSAFE LIARDET STREET 

  

TH, MARCH 9, 1882 
SWIMMING COMPETITION RESULTS 
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TH, MARCH 27, 1882 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, MARCH 30, 1882 
FANCY FAIR 

  

TH, APRIL 8, 1882 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, APRIL 22, 1882 
RESCUE AT THE LAKE 

TH, JUNE 15, 1882 
PLANT DONATION 

TH, JULY 4, 1882 
BOARD ASKS COUNCIL FOR FUNDS 
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TH, JULY 5, 1882 
BOARDS FINANCES CLARIFIED 

TH, JULY 25, 1882 
SALMON IN THE LAKE 

TH, AUGUST 8, 1882 
COUNCIL DEBATE FUNDING 

TH, AUGUST 30, 1882 
IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE 

TH, SEPTEMBER 5,1882 
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 

LETTER FROM REC BOARD 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 21, 1882 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 22, 1882 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, OCTOBER 5, 1882 

TH, OCTOBER 13, 1882 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 16, 1882 
PARATAWHITI FERNS DONATED 

TH, OCTOBER 17, 1882 
TAKINGS FROM JUVENILE BALL  

  

TH, OCTOBER 20, 1882 
LAWN WANTED BY LADIES 
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TH, OCTOBER 27, 1882 
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 

TH, OCTOBER 27, 1882 
SWAMP TENDER ACCEPTED 

TH, NOVEMBER 2, 1882 
PRUSSIAN CARP DONATED 

TH, NOVEMBER 6, 1882 

TH, NOVEMBER 6, 1882 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 7, 1882 
FUNDRAISING 

  

TH, NOVEMBER 25, 1882 
IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE 

TH, DECEMBER 29, 1882 
PROMENADE CONCERT  

  

TH, DECEMBER 2, 1882 
FIRST MENTION OF BAND ROTUNDA 

TH, DECEMBER 28, 1882 
ANOTHER FOUNTAIN 
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Professor Furlong’s fountain with the waterfall at the SW corner of the Hatchery Lawn 

behind. The opening in the hillside above the fountain is an old glowworm cave.  

(Puke Ariki  PHO2007-027) 

One of Professor Furlong’s alabaster Graces. Unfortunately they were not very durable and 

both statues were broken by March 1885 (NPDC Parks Dept). 
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1883 
The year began with an emphasis on fundraising which took the form of Ye Olde English Fayre. This 

was a huge event which lasted 5 days and bolstered the coffers of the Board considerably. However, 

the big story of the year was The Poet’s Bridge. Mr James Thomas Davis, a prominent figure in town 

and a trustee of the Recreation Ground since its inception, had the good fortune to win a large sum of 

money from a horse racing sweepstake at the Auckland Autumn handicap. The horse was called “The 

Poet”. Davis, an active member of the Board had often thought about having a bridge halfway down 

the lake, he felt the lake would not be complete until a bridge was built. The windfall meant that he 

could make his dream come true. People were invited to supply bridge designs on the understanding 

that the design was gratis. The design chosen was that of Henry Vere Barclay, Civil Engineer & 

surveyor. The construction contract was won by Mr Hooker. Mr Campbell was the sub-contractor for 

the woodwork, Mr Revell the iron work, and Mr Bellringer the painting. Bridge construction started 

in November 1883. 

Two Black Swans were donated to the Board from Mr Vavasour of Blenheim. Unfortunately, one 

died on the ship bringing the birds and the second died shortly after being let loose in the lake. Dogs 

were becoming a nuisance worrying the waterfowl so a notice was placed in the Taranaki Herald 

stating that dogs found in the park would be shot. The author has found no evidence that this threat 

was ever carried out. 

The Board received two packets of seeds from the government: one of eucalyptus, or blue gum and 

one of golden wattle. 

 

Summary of significant events  

• The dam in the Hughes pond breached. 

• Ye Old English Fayre—fundraising. 

• Designs of The Poet’s Bridge called for. 

• H. V. Barclay’s Design chosen for The Poet’s Bridge. 

• Hooker and Campbell awarded contract for bridge construction.  

• Bridge construction started. 
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TH, JANUARY 6, 1883 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 16, 1883 
SWANS DONATED 

TH, JANUARY 17, 1883 

TH, JANUARY 20, 1883 
SWAN DIES 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 1, 1883 

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1883 

TH, FEBRUARY 9, 1883 
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TH, FEBRUARY 10, 1883 

TH, FEBRUARY 12, 1883 

TH, FEBRUARY 13, 1883 

TH, FEBRUARY 21, 1883 

TH, FEBRUARY 21, 1883 
YE OLDE ENGLISH FAYRE RECEIPTS  

TH, FEBRUARY 23, 1883 
HUGHES POND—DAM BREACH 
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TH, FEBRUARY 24, 1883 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 28, 1883 

TH, MARCH 1,1883 

SWIMMING COMPETITION RESULTS 

TH, MARCH 6, 1883 
BALANCE SHEET 1882 
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TH, MARCH 17, 1883 
MAIN LAKE DRAINED—FISH LOST 

  

TH, MARCH 21, 1883 
LAKE DAM BEING REPAIRED 

  

TH, APRIL 6, 1883 
PLANT DONATIONS 

  

TH, APRIL 24, 1883 
FIRST MENTION—POET’S BRIDGE 

  

TH, APRIL 26, 1883 
PLANT DONATIONS 

TH, JUNE 12, 1883 

TH, JUNE 13, 1883 

TH, JUNE 18, 1883 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JUNE 20, 1883 

TH, JUNE 25, 1883 
CLARIFYING BRIDGE MATERIALS 
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TH, JULY 14, 1883 
BRIDGE DESIGNS RECEIVED 

TH, JULY 19, 1883 

BOTANTGAL GARDENS BOARD. 

A  meeting of the Botanical Gardens 

Board was held on' Friday,  13th  July.  

Present': Captain Davidson  (in the 

chair),  Messrs. Davis, Hughes, Roy, 

and Ford. 

Boating. —A letter was read from Mr.  

J. Earp, Secretary  of the Rob Roy 

Boating' Club,  asking  permission to 

use the lake for boating  purposes.—It 

was resolved,  “That the application  

be  granted,  and a fee of 5s. per 

annum be charged for each canoe; and 

in order to prevent accidents, no ono is 

to be allowed to use the canoes unless 

they are swimmers." 

Nursery. —It was resolved that the 

trees in the nursery fit for planting out 

be done as soon as possible. 

Sunday Concert. - An application was 

received from Mr. Wildman to allow 

the band to play in the Grounds on 

Sunday last, but the Board declined to 

grant the application as it was 

proposed to charge for entrance.  

Designs for Footbridge. – At an 

adjourned meeting of the Board held 

on Monday last, the designs for the 

footbridge were considered and the 

design sent by Mr. Barclay was 

ultimately chosen. It was resolved, “ 

That a hearty vote of thanks be 

tendered to Messrs, Barclay, Rhind, 

Ritso, Holford, Sands,  Sanderson, 

Brown and Fitzhern for their kindness 

in forwarding designs for the 

footbridge; and that the designs be 

placed in the reading rooms  of the 

Institute for inspection.  

The Board then adjourned. 

TH, JULY 21, 1883 

TH, JULY 23, 1883 

TH, AUGUST 7, 1883 
BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION 

CONTRACTOR CHOSEN 

TH, SEPTEMBER 3, 1883 

FUNDRAISING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 22, 1883 
MINSTREL SHOW PROCEEDS 

TH, NOVEMBER 24, 1883 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 26, 1883 
BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

TH, OCTOBER 29, 1883  
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1884 
The opening of “The Poet’s Bridge” was carried out on the evening of March 10th with a lot of pomp 

and ceremony. The Mayoress Mrs Bayly did the official honours.  James Davis made a speech during 

which he referred to the petition presented to the Provisional Council in June of 1875 asking for land 

for recreation purposes. This petition may well have been initiated by Davis and names from it used 

by Clinton Hughes to find the original members of the Board. 

The bridge was designed by Henry Vere Barclay who also supervised the construction. Barclay who 

was a surveyor for the Royal Marines spent many years exploring Central Australia and the Northern 

Territories. It is unclear how he came to be in New Plymouth during the early 1880s.  Totara was the 

main timber used in the construction of the bridge and the original colour was brown. Rebuilt in 1938 

using part of the bequest of Charles Score Sanders the bridge maintained a similar appearance. The 

bridge with the mountain in the background is one of the iconic views of New Zealand. 

A cannon was presented to the Recreation Ground by Professor Furlong. This was said to be one of 

Dickie Barrett’s used to defend Otaka Pa at Moturoa in 1832. Over the coming years another three 

cannons would be gifted to the Recreation Ground, one of which was thought to be another of Dickie 

Barrett’s, one from the wreck of the Harriet and the third of unknown origin. The Barrett cannons 

were thought to date back to the 17th century. Initially these were positioned on the path at the north 

end of the lake but would eventually be mounted on Cannon Hill (hence the name). 

Another gift to the Recreation Ground in 1884 was a pair of ornamental iron gates for the Liardet 

Street entrance. George Rhind was the benefactor. Rhind had come to New Plymouth in 1881 to help 

with the unloading and erection of machinery for the new harbour. He was kept on and made 

Superintendent of Works. Rhind worked for the Harbour Board for about 10 years, then briefly as the 

proprietor of the Taranaki Hotel. The gates were made by James Revell blacksmith, and survive to 

this day (2021) at the Victoria Road entrance. 

The Board sold off two cottages that were deemed uninhabitable, these cottages were probably on 

sections 1172 and 1175 which the Board acquired in 1876.  

There were plant donations of native shrubs from Mr G. Oliver, puriris from Mr R. Wells,  and 

hollies Mr J. T. Davis. It is interesting that in some places in the park today holly trees appear to have 

been used as living boundary markers. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• The Poet’s Bridge opened. 

• Professor Furlong donates one of Dicky Barrett’s cannons to Recreation Grounds. 

• Promise of double iron gates for Liardet Street entrance. 

• Dam repaired in the Hughes Pond. 

• Two unoccupied cottages in the Recreation Grounds removed. Possibly on sections 1172 and 
1175. 

• Mr J.  Revell (Blacksmith) completed making the Rhind gates for the Liardet Street entrance. 
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The Poet’s Bridge  1884-1885 (Puke Ariki PHO2007-026) 

A Furlong’s statue Grace can be seen at the right of the photo, gone by March 1885. 

The original location of the Dicky Barrett Cannons, a second cannon can be seen in front of the band 

Rotunda. These were moved on top of Cannon Hill in the mid 1890’s. This photo was taken late 

1891 to early 1892 (Puke Ariki A.4.101). 
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TH, JANUARY 22, 1884 
FUNDRAISING 

  

TH, JANUARY 26, 1884 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, JANUARY 31, 1884 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, FEBRUARY 9, 1884 

RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 20, 1884 
CALL FOR BRIDGE OPENING DAY 

TH, FEBRUARY 22, 1884 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 28, 1884 
BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION DETAILS 
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TH, FEBRUARY 29, 1884 
BRIDGE OPENING DAY 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

TH, MARCH 4, 1884 
STATE OF SWAMP 

TH, MARCH 6, 1884 
BRIDGE OPENING ARRANGEMENTS 

TH, MARCH 11, 1884 
BRIDGE OPENING CEREMONY 
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TH, MARCH 11, 1884 
POISON LAID FOR DOGS 

TH, MARCH 13, 1884 

“THE POET’S BRIDGE” NAMED 

AFTER RACEHORSE 

  

TH, MARCH 19, 1884 
ACCOUNTS FOR 1883 

TH, APRIL 5, 1884 
BATHING - SEASON TICKETS 

TH, APRIL 12, 1884 
GIFT OF FERN 

TH, MAY 8, 1884 
BOROUGH COUNCIL FUNDING 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 20, 1884 
BARRETT’S CANNON 

TH, SEPTEMBER 20, 1884 
DONATION OF GATE PROMISED 

TH, SEPTEMBER 20, 1884 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 29, 1884 
REC NOT SUITABLE FOR CRICKET 

TH, OCTOBER 9, 1884 
DICKY BARRETT’S CANNON 

TH, NOVEMBER 3, 1884 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, NOVEMBER 20, 1884 
CHILDRENS BATHING AREA 

TH, DECEMBER 1, 1884 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 1, 1884 
REQUEST TO BUILD BOAT SHED 

TH, DECEMBER 5, 1884 

RHIND GATES MADE 

TH, DECEMBER 5, 1884 
BOARD’S COTTAGES TO BE SOLD 

  

TH, DECEMBER 20, 1884 
SWIMMING CLUB MEETING 
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1885 
 Both Furlong Graces statues in the lake were destroyed early this year, one by a boat that came loose 

from its mooring, the other being blown over. The Board decided to replace them with a pair of large 

earthenware vases. The job was given to Mr White who had a  brick-yard at Waiwhakaiho.   

A bathing area was created for women and children by extending the lake by an eighth of an acre, to 

a depth of four feet, near the bathing house. This was separated from the deep water by a wire fence. 

Changing the name of the Recreation Ground had often been suggested and in March of 1885 it was 

announced that the name would be changed to “Egmont Park” subject to confirmation. Unfortunately, 

the procedures to complete this proved too difficult and the idea was abandoned. 

On April 7th, Captain Davidson, the Chairman of the Board of Trustees committed suicide. James 

Davidson joined the Recreation Ground Board at the beginning of 1880 to replace Thomas King. In 

1881 he took over the chairmanship and kept that position until his death. He worked at Bayly’s the 

butchers as a bookkeeper. On April 7, 1885 he had an altercation with Bayly and on his way home he 

called into Gilmour’s shop where he had a revolver which they were selling on behalf. He took the 

revolver, went to his home (Fleetwood cottage) on Carrington Road, sat by a tree in his garden 

overlooking Marsland Hill and shot himself. F. P. Corkill took his seat on the Board. 

The first rugby practice was allowed in the grounds this year, but the ground was poorly drained and 

when it rained it became unplayable. A lot more work was still necessary to get it into a satisfactory 

condition for playing sport. 

Chew Chong donated a flagstaff which was positioned on top of Cannon Hill. This was a topmast off 

the wrecked ship the Australind which had come to grief whilst delivering cement for the 

development of the port in July 1882. The mast now stands in the reserve at Moturoa next to the 

Yacht Club. 

Other notable happenings during the year were the decision to build a bandstand and the installation 

of the Rhind gates at the Liardet Street entrance.  

There were many donations during the year. Six ornate garden bench seats from Mr Sharland in the 

UK. A circular seat round the flagpole on Cannon Hill was made from money donated by students 

from Mrs Dougherty’s Egmont Ladies Academy.  

Many plants were also donated, water lilies from W. L. Newman and Mitchinson, several hundred 

young pohutukawa from Captain Messenger, 150 puriri from Captain Wilson and a large quantity of 

young trees from Mr Mitchinson. Six-hundred trees were planted in the region of the Racecourse 

Walk. Other plantings included a box hedge around the lake. 

Also noted was the abundance of fish in the lake - carp, perch, and trout. It was thought that offering 

fishing licences would be a good way of raising money. 
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Summary of significant events  

 

• Furlong’s statues in the main lake both destroyed. 

• Egmont Park name adopted for Recreation Ground. 

• James Davidson commits suicide. J. T. Davis takes over as Chairman of the Board. 

• Rugby Club given permission to use Recreation Grounds. 

• Recreation Ground name change abandoned. 

• Government appoint Mr. F.  P.  Corkill to Board. 

• Chew Chong’s flagstaff - the salvaged mast from the Australind was erected on Cannon Hill. 

• Seats erected around flagstaff. 

• Decision made to erect Bandstand. 

• New iron gates at the Liardet Street Entrance gifted by Mr. Rhind are completed at some time in 

1885. (These are the gates now at the Victoria Road Entrance) 

• Mayor James Paul donated £25 to kickstart Band Rotunda fund. 
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TH, JANUARY 30, 1885 
SWIMMING TOURNAMENT  

TH, FEBRUARY 2, 1885 

TH, FEBRUARY 4, 1885 
SWIMMING GALA PROGRAMME 

TH, FEBRUARY 7, 1885 
SWIMMING GALA BUNTING 

TH, FEBRUARY 7, 1885 
ORNAMENTAL GATES BEING 

ERECTED 

TH, FEBRUARY 7, 1885 
NEAR DROWNING 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 10, 1885 
CHEW CHONG OFFERS FLAGSTAFF 

TH, FEBRUARY 7,1885 
NEW BATHING AREA 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 11,1885 
PLAQUE FOR THE POET’S BRIDGE 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 11, 1885 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, FEBRUARY 11, 1885 
GARDEN SEATS OFFERED 

TH, FEBRUARY 12, 1885 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL HUGE 

SUCCESS 

TH, FEBRUARY 27, 1885 
ACCOUNTS FOR 1884 

TH, MARCH 2, 1885 
LAKE STATUE DESTROYED 

  

TH, MARCH 3, 1885 
FLAGSTAFF ERECTION TENDER 

  

TH, MARCH 7, 1885 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MARCH 9, 1885 
NAME CHANGE TO BE CONFIRMED  
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TH, MARCH 17, 1885 
REMAINING STATUE DESTROYED 

TH, APRIL 8, 1885 

TH, APRIL 8, 1885 
CAPTAIN DAVIDSON’S INQUEST 
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TH, APRIL 11, 1885 
FIRST RUGBY PRACTICE ON 

GROUNDS 

TH, APRIL 11, 1885 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, APRIL 25, 1885 
FLAGSTAFF BEING ERECTED 

  

TH, MAY 7, 1885 
DONATION OF GARDEN SEATS 

TH, MAY 12, 1885 
F. P. CORKILL APPOINTED TO 

BOARD 

TH, MAY 27, 1885 
LARGE PLANT DONATION 

TH, JUNE 8, 1885 
NEW PATH PLANNED 

TH, JUNE 9, 1885 
MORE FISH FOR LAKE 

TH, JULY 7, 1885 
GOLDEN WATTLE CULTIVATED 

TH, JULY 18, 1885 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 18, 1885 
BOUNDARY SURVEY REQUESTED 

  

TH, JULY 18 1885 
FISHING LICENSES 
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TH, JULY 30, 1885 
VASES TO REPLACE STATUES 

  

TH, AUGUST 24, 1885 
PLANT DONATION 

TH, AUGUST 25, 1885 
TROUT FOUND IN LAKE 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 5, 1885 
GRAVEL PUT IN LAKE FOR TROUT 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 12, 1885 
PLANT DONATION 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 21, 1885 
PLANT DONATIONS 

TH, SEPTEMBER 30, 1885 
PLANT DONATIONS 

TH, OCTOBER 3, 1885 
GARDEN SEATS DONATED 

TH, OCTOBER 5, 1885 
BOX PLANTED AROUND LAKE 

TH, OCTOBER 21, 1885 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 24, 1885 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY 

TH, NOVEMBER 17, 1885 
GARDEN SEATS DONATED 

TH, NOVEMBER 17, 1885 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 30, 1885 
DISCUSSIONS ON SWAMP 

RECLAMATION 

TH, DECEMBER 14, 1885 
BAND ROTUNDA DISCUSSIONS 

TH, DECEMBER 19, 1885 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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“The Poet’s Bridge”. Taken on 11th February 1885 during  a swimming gala. Visible is a line of bun(ng 

strung across the lake from one bank to the other. (PHO2007-030) 

The Flagstaff and the seats installed in 1885 are visible. Circa 1895. (NPDC Parks Dept) 
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1886 
The lake was lowered to allow the sides to be cleaned and to remove a spit of land immediately south 

of The Poet’s Bridge on the east side. This increased the area of the lake by more than an acre.  

Two large vases donated by Mr White were put in the lake to replace the Furlong Graces that were 

destroyed. 

Darby Claffey, the caretaker of the Recreation Ground, was a bit of a character and would often tell 

yarns such as the case of the reported poacher. His story of killing a shag whilst in the process of 

swallowing a fish, by hitting it with a well thrown stone was not quite accurate. Apparently, the 

shag’s eyes were bigger than its belly and it had the misfortune of choking itself. 

Section 1086 was purchased, allowing easier access to the waterfall. The waterfall in question being 

the location of the present waterwheel.  

Six fishing licenses issued at 10s 6d each, as the size and quantity of the fish in the lake was on the 

increase. It as reported that Mr R Gilmour caught eight or nine carp, weighing in at around 12lb. 

After a lot of discussion ladies bathing was allowed between 8am and 11am, except Sundays. This 

caused a lot of concern because it was deemed necessary to close the park to men during these hours. 

Fortunately, a compromise was found, and it was decided to hoist a red flag on the Cannon Hill 

flagpole if ladies were bathing, warning gentlemen to stay away from the ladies bathing area. 

With a donation of £25 from the Mayor Mr Paul and £10 10s from the fireworks display it was 

decided to proceed with the Band Rotunda.  A design had been submitted by local architect James 

Sanderson, which was gratefully accepted. He also offered to supervise its construction. Scott 

Brothers of Christchurch were asked to quote on the structure. The price was beyond the board’s 

funds so they decided to approach the construction in parts, the foundation first, then ordering the 

structure when funds would allow. 

A successful fireworks display was conducted with an attendance of between 1500 and 2000 people. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• Scott Bros of Christchurch were asked to quote to supply a Band Rotunda designed by James 
Sanderson of New plymouth. 

• Lake cleaning and enlarging started. 

• Section 1086 purchased giving access to waterfall (current location of waterwheel). 

• Flagstaff struck by lightning. 

• Ladies allowed to bathe 8am—11am (except Sundays) and red flag introduced. 

• Band Rotunda to go ahead helped by a £25 donation from Mr J. Paul. 
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•  

One of White’s vases that replaced a Furlong’s Grace. Circa 1894 (Puke Ariki ARC2003-859/3) 

Main lake looking north, circa 1885. The area highlighted shows the piece of land removed by 

Claffey to increase the area of the lake. He may have also excavated other areas at that time. The spit 

of land above the boat has an interesting bridge giving access to it. This could have been the path to 

the southern end of the Recreation Ground. In the background there appear to be flags flying on the 

Cannon Hill flagstaff.  (Puke Ariki  PHO2001-396) 
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TH, JANUARY 18, 1886 
BOY POISONED EATING TUTU 

TH, FEBRUARY 1, 1886 
YOUTHS THROWING GLASS IN LAKE 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 1, 1886 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 2, 1886 

TH, FEBRUARY 23, 1886 
AQUATIC SPORTS RESULTS 

TH, FEBRUARY 27, 1886 

TH, MARCH 12, 1886 
BAND STAND DESIGN FOR 

ESTIMATE 

TH, MARCH 23, 1886 
CLAFFEY CATCHES POACHER 
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TH, MARCH 30, 1886 
DONATION FOR SEAT 

TH, APRIL 5, 1886 
STRAWBERRY TREES DAMAGED 

TH, APRIL 10, 1886 
LAKE CLEANING AND WIDENING 

TH, APRIL 10, 1886 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JUNE 12, 1886 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 9, 1886 
TREES TO BE PLANTED 

  

TH, JULY 26, 1886 
BLACK WATTLE HIT BY FROST 

TH, JULY 26, 1886 
TROUT IN LAKE 

  

TH, AUGUST 4, 1886 
OVERVIEW OF IMPROVEMENTS 

  

TH, AUGUST 12, 1886 
FUNDRAISING FOR ROTUNDA 
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TH, AUGUST 14, 1886 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 21, 1886 
ROTUNDA FUNDRAISING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 3, 1886 
FIREWORK LIST FOR DISPLAY 

  

TH, OCTOBER 9, 1886 
PLANTS STOLEN 

TH, OCTOBER 9, 1886 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 27, 1886 
FLAGSTAFF DAMAGED 

TH, OCTOBER 30, 1886 
SWIMMING CLUB AGM 

  

TH, NOVEMBER 11, 1886 
PLANT DONATION 

  

TH, NOVEMBER 13, 1886 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 13,1886 
BATHING FLAG INTRODUCED 

  

TH, NOVEMNER 22, 1886 
BAND ROTUNDA TO PROCEED 
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TH, NOVEMBER 17, 1886 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY 

  

TH, NOVEMBER 22, 1886 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1886 
FISHING IN THE LAKE 

TH, DECEMBER 6, 1886 

TH, DECEMBER 22, 1886 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 29, 1886 
DODGY DONATIONS 

  

TH, NOVEMBER 26, 1886 
DAVIS DUPED 
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1887 
The year started with work on the Band Rotunda. Cannon Hill had to be cut back several feet to make 

space for it. The earth removed was placed behind the dam to give it more strength and to raise the 

level of the path leading down to what is now the Hatchery Lawn. The concrete base was laid but 

suffered a couple of acts of vandalism delaying its completion. However, it was completed in time to 

be used by the Taranaki Rifles Brass Band during Queen Victoria’s 50th Jubilee celebrations. 

Because of the lack of funds, the top was not erected until 1891. 

There were two more cannons donated to the Recreation Ground, one by W. L. Newman which was 

said to be a Barrett cannon and a second by Mr Hoskin of Waitara accompanied by a 68lb cannon 

ball. The cannon ball was said to be fired from the H.M.S Pelorus.   

A five-acre section of land originally part of Brooklands, lying between the Recreation Ground and 

the racecourse, acquired by the Jockey Club was offered to the Board. This land was of no use to the 

Jockey Club and eventually they would hand it over to the Recreation Ground Board. Over the years 

there were several land swaps. The two groups had a good relationship and often had people on the 

executive of both boards including J. T. Davis, W. L. Newman, R. Cock, and C. W. Govett.    

Some birds were introduced to the grounds. The Acclimatisation Society released two brace of 

English Starlings and a Mr Loveridge donated a Mollymawk which he had caught on a hook and line 

at the Sugarloaves. Unfortunately, the bird was attacked suffering a broken leg and had to be 

destroyed.  

The Board always looking for extra sources of income decided to issue eel fishing licenses for 2s 6d. 

 

Summary of significant events  

• Band Rotunda earthworks completed, and construction of base started. 

• One of Dicky Barrett’s cannons is mounted on the path near the lake. 

• Mr W. L. Newman donates a cannon to the Recreation Grounds. 

• Band Rotunda base used during Queen Victoria’s Jubilee celebration. 

• Third cannon donated to Recreation Grounds. 

• Jockey Club offer for sale five acres of land adjoining the park. 
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TH, JANUARY 4, 1887 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY 

TH, JANUARY 4, 1887 
FOUNDATION CLEARING TENDER  

  

TH, JANUARY 7, 1887 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 13, 1887 
ELUSIVE FISH 

TH, JANUARY 19, 1887 

TH, FEBRUARY 7, 1887 
TREES BLOWN DOWN 

TH, MARCH 1, 1887 
ROTUNDA EARTHWORKS FINISHED 

TH, MARCH 12, 1887 
BARRETT CANNON  

TH, MARCH 17, 1887 
ROTUNDA BASE DAMAGED 

  

TH, MARCH 29, 1887 
STARLINGS RELEASED IN GROUNDS 
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TH, APRIL 2, 1887 
ROTUNDA BASE DAMAGED AGAIN 

TH, APRIL 25, 1887 

TH, JUNE 21, 1887 
ROTUNDA BASE USED FOR  

QUEEN VICTORIA’S 50TH JUBILEE 

TH, JULY 6, 1887 
THE POET’S BRIDGE DEFACED 

TH, JULY 25, 1887 
FIVE ACRES OF LAND OFFERED  

TH, AUGUST 20, 1887 

TH, AUGUST 30, 1887 
THIRD CANNON DONATED 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 9, 1887 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, NOVEMBER 25,  1887 
MOLLY HAWK DONATED 

TH, DECEMBER 10, 1887 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 17, 1887 
TALK OF ATHLETICS CLUB 
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TH, DECEMBER 17, 1887 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, DECEMBER 22, 1887 
FUNDRAISING 
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1888 
 This was a quiet year for the Recreation Ground. The only real highlight being a Fancy Fair in 

March to raise desperately needed funds. The fair was to be held in the Recreation Ground in the area 

of the Band Rotunda. Lots of activities were planned, such as Aunt Sally, greasy pole, Punch and 

Judy, duck hunt, tub race, shooting galleries, etc. Unfortunately, the morning of the fair was wet and 

cold and a decision was made to have it at the Alexandra Hall in town that evening instead. Even at 

such short notice the fair was a success. All the Board members actively partook in the proceedings. 

As was usually the case Mrs Humphries (wife of the late Dr. Humphries) the driving force behind the 

organising of the fair. A profit of £61 14s was realised. 

During the year, the Board got prices for supply and erection of the Band Rotunda which far 

exceeded what they were able to afford, therefore the plan was put on hold.   

It was published that ‘The Recreation Board are at present adding a considerable number of trees to 

the grounds. The trees are all new to this place, being the product of American seed forwarded by the 

Government to the Board some three years ago.’ This probably relates to the mention of seed it 

received in 1886 and the possible/probable source of trees such as, Pinus torreyana, Sequoia 

sempervirens, Cupressus macrocarpa and Cupressus macnabiana.  

A diphtheria pandemic during the year was a major event in New Plymouth.  

 

Summary of significant events  

• Purchase of Band Rotunda put on hold due to lack of funds. 
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Main lake looking north. In the foreground newly formed islands, circa 1895  

(Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, N.Z.  Ref.  G- 21383-1/2 ). 
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TH, JANUARY 7, 1888 
FUNDRAISING  

TH, JANUARY 11, 1888 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, JANUARY 18, 1888 
FUNDRAISING 

  

TH, JANUARY 27, 1888 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 4, 1888 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MARCH 21, 1888 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, MARCH 27, 1888 
NO FIREWORKS AT FAIR 

  

TH, MARCH 28, 1888 
FUNDRAISING 
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TH, MARCH 29, 1888 
FANCY FAIR WRITE-UP 

TH, APRIL 11, 1888 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 4, 1888 
TREE PLANTING 

TH, AUGUST 2, 1888 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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1889 
 

At the beginning of the Year Dr. Gibbes resigned from the Recreation Ground Board as he was 

leaving the district, he had been a very active member of the community. He was replaced by Richard 

Cock, a well-known businessman in town. 

During the year, a few gifts of birds were received, the most notable of which was a pair of black 

swans from the premier Harry Atkinson. Also gifted were pea hens, a peacock, and a mollymawk. A 

sort of aviary was built near the bathing shed to house some of the birds. 

The major news of this year was the formation of a Sports Ground Committee set up to fill-in the 

swamp by the Liardet Street entrance so it could be used for sporting events. Previous attempts to fill-
in the swamp had mixed results and often fell short due to lack of funds. The committee to develop 

the grounds was given a seven-year lease at a rent of £1 per annum and allowed to use the area up to 

twelve times a year for fundraising, on the proviso that all funds raised would go into the 

development of the grounds.  

The design of the Sports Ground was drawn up by surveyor T. K. Skinner who was a Trustee of the 

Recreation Ground. Any changes to the Sports Ground area had to have approval of the Recreation 

Ground Board. Skinner also agreed to supervise the work.  

Clearing the swamp of trees, etc. started in December.   

 

Summary of significant events 

• Dr. Gibbes resigns, Richard Cock name submitted as his replacement. 

• Mr Richard Cock joins Board of Trustees. 

• Sports Ground committee formed with the aim of developing the swamp over a seven year 
period. 

• T. K. Skinner produces plans for new sports ground. 

• The clearing of the swamp under way in preparation for earthworks in the new year. 
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TH, JANUARY 21, 1889 
OFFER OF SWANS 

TH, JANUARY 26, 1889 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

 
 The annual meeng of the Recreaon 

Grounds Board was held on Friday 

night. 

Present: Messrs J. T. Davis (Chairman), 

F. P. Corkill, T, K. Skinner, J. B. Roy, 

and Harris Ford. The balance  sheet, 

showed the receipts to be £2 5s over 

the expenditure for the year. The 

accounts as read were passed. Mr R. 

Cock’s name is to be submi3ed to the 

Government for appointment to the 

board in place of Dr. Gibbes, who has 

le4 the district. Some minor business 

was transacted, and the board 

TH, JANUARY 26, 1889 
SWANS RELEASED INTO LAKE 

TH, FEBRUARY 18, 1889 
TWO PEAHENS GIFTED 

TH, FEBRUARY 25, 1889 
PEAHENS GO MISSING 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 25, 1889 
ANOTHER BLACK SWAN GIFTED 

TH, FEBRUARY 25, 1889 
NUISANCE UNDER THE TREES 

TH, MARCH 9, 1889 
PEACOCK DONATED 

  

TH, JUNE 15, 1889 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JUNE 20, 1889 
BOUNDARY ISSUE WITH 

BROOKLANDS 

TH, JULY 10, 1889 
MR R. COCK APPOINTED TO BOARD 

  

TH, JULY 15, 1889 
VISIT BY GENERAL STRANGE 
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TH, JULY 20, 1889 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, AUGUST 12, 1889 
CLAFFEY HELPING WITH 

FUNDRAISING 

TH, AUGUST 27, 1889 
LAND ISSUE ON SOUTHERN 

BOUNDARY  

TH, SEPTEMBER 3, 1889 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 12, 1889 
PUBLIC MEETING  RE SPORTS 

GROUND 

TH, OCTOBER 14, 1889 
SPORTS GROUND COMMITTEE 

FORMED 

TH, OCTOBER 18, 1889 
SWAN INJURED BY DOG 

  

TH, OCTOBER 18. 1889 
SPORTS GROUND DEVELOPMENT 

AGREED 

TH, OCTOBER 21, 1889 
SPORTS GROUND COMMITTEE 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 4, 1889 
PROGRESS ON SPORTS GROUND 
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TH, NOVEMBER 5, 1889 
MOLLY HAWK DONATED 

TH, DECEMBER 8, 1889 

 SPORTS GROUND FUNDRAISING   

TH, DECEMBER 18, 1889 
SWAMP CLEARING IN PROGRESS 

TH, DECEMBER 30, 1889 
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1890 
The Sports Ground Committee was busy filling in the swamp and making an area suitable for an 

athletics meeting by Easter. They knew it would not be 100% suitable for all events given the time 

restraints but hoped they could still have a good meet. They were praying for fine weather knowing 

that a soggy ground would not be good. Working bees had been organised to clear the banks for 

spectators as at that time the terraces did not exist. The inaugural event on April 7 1890 was run 

under the name of the “New Plymouth Recreation Grounds Club”.  Fine weather prevailed and a 

crowd of around 2000 attended and the event was a success. 

The ornate wrought iron main gates gifted by Mr Rhind had become unstable, the foundations were 

in a bad way and Mr Hughes senior had taken it upon himself to fix the gates and enhance their 

appearance. He had hoped to do this in time for the Easter sports day but raising money at the time 

was difficult. He did however get the gates completed by the end of the year. 

A sad event during 1890 was the murder of Stephen Maloney, an old soldier and veteran of the 1860s 

conflict. Maloney lived in the Recreation Ground, in a cottage on the hill behind the south east corner 

of the sports ground. On the morning of his death, he had gone into town doing an errand for his 

neighbour Mrs Carnell, which he often did. His route took him down Horton Walk and out the 

Liardet Street entrance. On this day he came across Darby Claffey the caretaker and stopped for a 

chat.  He mentioned that he had given a young Maori lad a cup of tea and the lad had said he was 

helping in the Recreation Grounds. Claffey told Maloney that was not the case.  

Maloney went and did his errand, and on the way back he again went through the Recreation Ground 

and again Claffey saw him but this time they did not speak. On an evening Maloney would have his 

dinner at the Carnell’s house, she would summon him with a whistle. This evening there was no 

response, Mrs Carnell sent her son looking for Maloney, but he could not be found. The next morning 

a search party found Maloney’s body amongst ferns not far from his house. He had been assaulted 

with his own axe.  A young Maori lad who was seen wearing some of Maloney’s clothes and a new 

pair of boots the same as ones Maloney had recently purchased was arrested. 

After hearing what Claffey knew at the trial, the Crown Prosecutor said “Oh! You are a most 

important witness; you are the last person who saw him alive.” Claffey: “I was not!” Crown 

Prosecutor: “Who was then?” Claffey: “Why, the man who killed him!” Crown Prosecutor: “Oh; you 

are an Irishmen, I believe.” Claffey: “I am.” The cross examination finished there. 

The Board now found itself in a financial position to complete the Band Rotunda and in December a 

tender was issued for its construction. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• George Brothers won tender for forming athletics track. 

• The Board try to aquire Section 1084 via a land transfer. This is the section that the Victoria 
Road Gates are on. Records show the transfer did not happen until 1894. 

• Mr Hughes Sen offers to fix and complete the Liardet Street entrance gates. These are the gates 
that still stand at the Victoria Road entrance.  

• Inaugural Sports Day on new track. 

• Liardet Street entrance improvements completed. 

• Tender Notice issued for erection of Band Rotunda. 
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The Rhind Gates at the Liardet Street Entrance. Presently at the Victoria Road Entrance.  They were 

moved in 1938 when the Sander’s Gates were erected.  

This photograph dated 1896 after the gates had been re-hung, organised by Robert Hughes senior. 

(Puke Ariki  ARC2003-859/3) 
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TH, JANUARY 4, 1890 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 4, 1890 
SPORTS GROUND UPDATE 

TH, JANUARY 28, 1890 
AQUATIC SPORTS MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 28, 1890 
WATER LILIES IN LOWER POND 

  

TH, JANUARY 30, 1890 

JUBILEE AQUATIC SPORTS RESULTS 

TH, JANUARY 30, 1890 
TAKINGS FROM AQUATIC SPORTS 

TH, FEBRUARY 4, 1890 

TH, FEBRUARY 8, 1890 
BOARD TRYING TO GET SECTION 

1084 

TH, FEBRUARY 11, 1890 
FENNEL IN THE GROUNDS 
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TH, FEBRUARY 17, 1890 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 19, 1890 
IMPROVEMENTS TO MAIN GATES 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 26, 1890 
GROUND IMPROVEMENTS  

TH, MARCH 1, 1890 
MAIN GATE IMPROVEMENTS 

UPDATE 

TH, MARCH 3, 1890 
INAUGURAL SPORTS MEETING 
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TH, MARCH 7, 1890 
GATE IMPROVEMENTS ON HOLD 

  

TH, MARCH 19, 1890 
SPORTS GROUND UPDATE 

TH, MARCH 24, 1890 
SPORTS GROUND WORKING BEE 

TH, APRIL 5, 1890 
LIFEBOAT FOR SPORTS DAY 

TH, APRIL 5, 1890 
SPORTS DAY UPDATE 

TH, APRIL 8, 1890 
INAUGURAL SPORTS DAY RESULTS 
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TH, APRIL 14, 1890 
MURDER IN RECREATION GROUND 

TH, APRIL 22, 1890 
FANCY DUCKS GIFTED TO REC 

TH, MAY 10, 1890 
BIG TROUT IN LAKE 

TH, MAY 20, 1890 
SWANS DEPART GROUNDS 

TH, JUNE 10, 1890 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, JUNE 9, 1890 
LOST SWANS FOUND 

TH, AUGUST 21, 1890 

TH, SEPTEMBER 6, 1890 
APPEAL FOR GATE IMPROVEMENTS 

TH, SEPTEMBER 13, 1890 
PLANT DONATIONS 

TH, SEPTEMBER 27, 1890 
TENDER FOR MAIN GATE ERECTION 

  

TH, OCTOBER 8, 1890 
ERECTION OF GATES STARTED 

TH, OCTOBER 31, 1890 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, NOVEMBER 11, 1890 
BAZAAR HUGE SUCESS 

TH, NOVEMBER 25, 1890 
GATE ERECTION COMPLETE 
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TH, DECEMBER 20, 1890 
BAND ROTUNDA TENDER 

  

TH, DECEMBER 23, 1890 
BAND ROTUNDA UPDATE 

  

Pretty cascade hidden away in the stream by the Palm Lawn. 

(private collection, Alan Metcalfe) 
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1891 
The Board found itself in a position to complete the Band Rotunda which arrived in early February 

from Scott Bros. in Christchurch, they were determined to have it erected in time for the New 

Plymouth 50th jubilee celebrations which started on March 30th and they achieved this. It was erected 

by T. Bond & Co. The jubilee was a major event which lasted a week, and several programme items 

were held in the Recreation Grounds. There was a jubilee sports day attended by around 2500 

spectators, including the premiere John Ballance. The jubilee marked fifty years since the first 

European settlers arrived in 1841. 

Further improvements were made to the Sports Ground, including: fully sowing the field, improving 

the terraces which were minimal at that time, and erecting a fence to stop spectators wandering onto 

the field. 

A path to the waterfall (now the waterwheel) was made from the west of the grounds, this was 

possible since they had purchased Section 1086, and a bridge was erected over the stream above it. At 

that stage, the Gill Street entrance did not exist and the land which now forms Smith Walk was being 

rented out. 

A major land acquisition was that of former Maori Reserve No 12, four full sections plus some part 

sections totalling over one acre. These sections cover part of Fountain Lake and Palm Lawn.  

Again, the Board lost its chairman. James Davis (The Poet’s Bridge donor) drowned in the lake in 

September. Davis had been out one evening visiting his sister whose home he left at about 10pm. On 

his way home he decided to go for a skinny dip in the lake, and for whatever reason he drowned. The 

next morning the supervisor of a prison crew saw a pile of clothes by the bathing shed and when he 

could not see anyone in the lake sent someone in a canoe to look. Davis’s body was found in the lake 

opposite the bathing shed. The inquest resulted in the verdict of accidental drowning. There was no 

indication of foul play or suspicion of suicide. 

A fire at the bathing shed in March was a bizarre event. The east end fire bell was rung, when people 

arrived at the bell the person sounding the alarm was the same person who had deliberately lit the 

fire. It later became known that the young man responsible wanted to go to jail for lighting the fire to 

hide two more serious offences. He was charged with the more serious offences and sentenced to 

eight years in Mount Eden Gaol. 

A fourth cannon was donated to the grounds by Reginald Bayley after his departure to Wellington. 

Bayley a board member from 1877 to 1880 produced the plans for the Recreation Ground. He went to 

Wellington to take up a position with the government as Assistant Registrar in the head office of the 

Stamp Department in Wellington. 

Clement Govett donated £20 for native trees with the proviso that the Board raise an equal amount. 

This led to 2915 native trees from all parts of the Taranaki region being planted during September. 

This included: 115 titi or cabbage tree, 69 mountain toi, 76 manuka rauriki, 189 horoeka or 

lancewood, 270 tarata, 110 ramarama, 40 wharangi (puka), 142 rewarewa (honeysuckle), 175 titoki 

or tapitapi, 109 kawakawa, 1 ngaio, 55 kohekohe or cedars, 223 totara, 58 nikau (palm), 60 rimu (red 

pines), 39 kahikatea (white pine), 53 miro, 30 tainui, 12 paratawhiti (the edible fern), 20 kowhai 

(yellow), 12 Prince of Wales feather ferns, 1 parapara or birdlime tree, 5 puka (parasite), 100 

koromiko, 52 tawa, 2 rata, 14 akeake, 40 matai, 45 pukatea, 26 maire, 212 puriri, 1 stingnettle of New 

Zealand, 12 spear grass (wild Irishmen), 248 shrubs from the ranges, of different varieties, 170 

matipo (red birch), 125 karaka. The planting was supervised by Mr Kidd a landscape gardener from 

Inglewood. Kidd also planned the initial layout of Newton King’s garden at Brooklands. Pukatea, 

Kahikatea and some of the rimu that are growing in the area between the Tea House and the Fred 

Parker Lawn are the result of this planting. Miss Devenish, and Messrs J. Elliot, C. Kyngdon, M. 

Sutherland, J. Wheeler, H. Arden, and Conolly also donated native plants around the same time.  
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Summary of significant events  

• T Bond & Co given job of erecting Band Rotunda. 

• Band Rotunda arrives in New Plymouth. 

• Further improvements to sports ground and a fence built to keep spectators of the sports field. 

• Track to waterfall (now waterwheel) and bridge completed. 

• Taranaki celebrates 50 years following the arrival of the first European settlers on March 30th 
1841. 

• Band Rotunda completed in time for Jubilee celebrations. 

• Board initiate purchase a block of land on Fillis Street formerly Native Reserve No 12. 

• Death of J. T. Davis.  

• Reginald Bayley donates an old cannon. 
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TH, JANUARY 12, 1891 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 16, 1891 
ROTUNDA FRAMING ARRIVES 

TH, FEBRUARY 16, 1891 

TH, FEBRUARY 26, 1891 
FIRE IN THE BATHING SHED 

TH, MARCH 2, 1891 
ROTUNDA NOT AS ORDERED 

TH, MARCH 23, 1891 
IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE 
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TH, MARCH 24, 1891 
NP JUBILEE ADVERT 

TH, MARCH 25, 1891 
SPORTS TRACK IMPROVEMENTS 

TH, MARCH 28, 1891 
JUBILEE PROGRAMME 

TH, MARCH 31, 1891 
JUBILEE SPORTS REVIEW 

  

TH, APRIL 1, 1891 
JUBILEE FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
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TH, APRIL 9, 1891 
JUBILEE PROFITS 

TH, APRIL 15, 1891 
DUNCAN ROSS EXHIBITION 

TH, APRIL 17, 1891 
ATHLETIC AND MILITARY GAMES 

  

TH, APRIL 20, 1891 
REVIEW OF MILITARY GAMES 

TH, MAY 29, 1891 
LIST OF SPORTS GROUND 

SPONSORS 

TH, MAY 30, 1891 
FUNDRAISING OPERA 

TH, JUNE 16, 1891 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, JULY 2, 1891 
DESCRIPTION OF RECREATION 

GROUND 

TH, JULY 4, 1891 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 13, 1891 
DONATION OF PEACOCKS 

TH, AUGUST 3, 1891 
CASH DONATION FOR PLANTING 

TREES 

TH, AUGUST 10, 1891 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 14, 1891 

TH, AUGUST 20, 1891 
MR KIDD TO SUPERVISE PLANTING 

TH, AUGUST 20, 1891 
PLANT DONATION 

TH, AUGUST 28, 1891 
NATIVE PLANT DONATION 

TH, SEPTEMBER 12, 1891 
NATIVE SHRUB PLANTINGS 

TH, SEPTEMBER 12, 1891 
PEACOCKS MISSING  

TH, SEPTEMBER 10, 1891 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 18, 1891 



108 

TH, SEPTEMBER 21, 1891 

TH, OCTOBER 6, 1891 
PLANTINGS IN THE RECREATION 

GROUND 

TH, OCTOBER 12, 1891 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 13, 1891 

TH, OCTOBER 26, 1891 
SPORTS GROUND—GRASS SOWN 

TH, OCTOBER 28, 1891 
COMMERCIAL TRAVELERS 

TH, NOVEMBER 7, 1891 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 21, 1891 
STEREOSCOPIC PICTURES OF REC 

  

TH, DECEMBER 31, 1891 
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1892 
Clement Govett was appointed to the Board at the beginning of the year to replace James Davis who 

had unfortunately drowned in September 1891. Govett was a prominent member of the community, 

had donated liberally to the Recreation Ground and was a founding member of the Swimming Club.  

A system of annual subscriptions was introduced, set at 10s, this granted the subscribers free entry to 

all entertainment of any kind in the ground throughout the year. 

An initiative to help the Board maintain the grounds and to beautify them was to invite people to take 

charge of  small areas set aside as flower beds. The first do so were Mrs Hursthouse and Mrs 

Weyergang but more followed including Central School. This had been tried earlier but unfortunately 

when the sports field was extended some of the flower beds were removed. 

The head of the main lake was modified to strengthen the dam and to increase the width of the 

promenade in front of the Band Rotunda. This removed the point at the northern end of the lake that 

can be seen on Skinner’s map of 1880. 

With the constant improvements to the sports field New Plymouth Cricket club approached the Board 

wanting to use the field for cricket. The request was granted, and a cricket pitch laid. The first match 

was played in December.   

Archibald Hood approached the Board with the intent of planting a maze in the Recreation Ground. 

Hood had arrived in new Plymouth in 1861 as a Sergeant-Major in the Royal Artillery and retired 

following his tour of duty. He was a poet and author of short stories. The Board, always keen to 

improve the grounds especially if someone was willing to do the work, accepted his offer. The maze, 

coil shaped, constructed of 3—4000 Box-thorn plants was planted somewhere between the southern 

end of the main lake and the southern boundary of the Recreation Ground. The maze would become a 

thorn in the side of the Board and was removed after a few years. 

Plant donations included: Mr Duncan, two Norfolk Island pines. Mr Fennell, an Azalea. Mr J. 

Wheeler, ferns of Todea superba (Prince of Wales Feather) and constable Hickman, cabbage trees. 

The Norfolk Island pines are still present in the Park, one located near the old curator’s office/sports 

ground and the other adjacent to The Poet’s Bridge. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• Mr C. W. Govett appointed to the Board to replace James Davis.  

• North end of main lake being modified (rounded off) to make promenade wider in front of 
Bandstand.  

• Public invited to take charge of flower beds. Mrs Hursthouse first to offer. 

• Cricketers lay down first cricket wicket. 

• Mr Archibald Hood plants a maze of 3 - 4,000 Boxthorn plants. 

• First cricket match played on the Sports Ground pitch.  
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Sports day, circa 1895.  A series of ten hurdles can be seen running diagonally across lawn. Next 

to the hurdles there appears to be running lanes marked out by string. At that time the area of the 

lawn was considerably less than it is today and maybe the reason the track was set out 

diagonally. The hurdle races were 120 yards long. (Puke Ariki ARC2003-859/3) 
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TH, JANUARY 12, 1892 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 8, 1892 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 12, 1892 
PLANT REQUESTS 

TH, APRIL 16, 1892 
EASTER SPORTS DAY PROGRAMME 

TH, APRIL 19, 1892 
SPORTS DAY REVIEW 
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TH, APRIL 20, 1892 
SCHOOLS TO BE ASKED TO PLANT 

FLOWER BEDS 

TH, APRIL 22, 1892 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MAY 4, 1892 
LAKE HEAD TO BE MODIFIED 

TH, MAY 9, 1892 
FLOWER BEDS ETC 

TH, MAY 9, 1892 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MAY 11, 1892 
CARRIAGE TRACK PROPOSED 

TH, MAY 12, 1892 
TENDER FOR LAKE MODIFICATIONS 
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TH, MAY 13, 1892 
GARDEN BED PLANTING 

  

TH, MAY 21, 1892 
FIRST FLOWER BED ORGANISED 

TH, JUNE 4, 1892 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JUNE 9, 1892 
CRICKET AND RUGBY TO BE 

ALLOWED 

TH, JULY 9, 1892 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 21, 1892 
FERN DONATION 

TH, SEPTEMBER 5, 1892 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 12, 1892 
PEACOCK KILLED 

TH, SEPTEMBER 12, 1892 
PLANTINGS IN THE GROUNDS 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 15, 1892 
CRICKET PITCH LAID 

TH, OCTOBER 10, 1892 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 6, 1892 
MAZE PROGRESSING 

TH, OCTOBER 17, 1892 
NEW SWIMMING CLUB FORMED 

TH, NOVEMBER 5, 1892 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 7, 1892 
MAORI CANOE OFFERED TO BOARD 

TH, NOVEMBER 7, 1892 
BOATSHED BRIDGE OFFER 

  

TH, DECEMBER 14, 1892 
FIRST CRICKET MATCH 

TH, NOVEMBER 10, 1892 

TH, NOVEMBER 7, 1892 
JUVENILE SPORTS DAY 
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1893 
In March the bones of a baleen whale that had been beached near Tataraimaka arrived at the 

Recreation Ground. Cannon Hill had been recently beautified, paths cut into the face of the hill and 

the cannons placed on top. The bones adorned the Cannon Hill and remnants can still be found today. 

A long standing and controversial issue in the park has been the cutting down of pine trees. The 

culling of the early plantings started as soon as the 1890’s. 

Dogs in the Recreation Ground had been an issue from the start, there had been several instances 

where dogs had killed birds that had been donated. Threats of shooting dogs and prosecuting owners 

had not been a deterrent so finally it was decided to go through with the threat. The first notable case 

was that of Newton King, the second that of F. P. Corkill. Corkill, a member of the Board was 

charged with having a dog in his following in the Recreation Ground. The unusual aspect of this case 

was that the complainant was Richard Cock who was also a member of the Board at the time.  

In one of the court cases relating to dogs the judge asked a board member. “Why don’t you shoot the 

dog?” He replied that the Board would not like to do that. Sgt Duffin said that shooting would be a 

dangerous practice, as there were so many people about the grounds at times; and besides, he 

believed “Darby (custodian) was a bad shot.” This was followed by laughter in the court. 

A major improvement to the grounds was the formation of what is now known as Fountain Lake. 

This was n possible after the acquisition of additional sections from Mr Fookes. The formation was 

aided by prison labour which was not uncommon back then. The Board had decided to build a 

boatshed and bridge adjacent and approached Mr G Brown to draw up some plans. 

 The first interprovincial rugby game was played on the Sports Ground in August, Auckland v 

Taranaki. 

The Board’s funds were boosted by £53 4s 10d from the distribution of an old relief fund for the 

Taranaki refugees that were sent to Nelson in the early 1860’s. 

Section 1084 was acquired during 1893. This was the section necessary to give good access to 

Carrington Road (now Victoria Road). The Rhind Gates stand on the northern boundary of this 

section. 

There were many donations of trees and shrubs from: Major Brown, Captain Mace, Messrs, A 

Standish, F Oliver, J wheeler, J Skinner and T Hickman, H Arden, J C Davies, J Dingle, Mesdames, 

R Street, Skinner senior, and Karira of Rahotu. The planting of many of the donations was supervised 

by Hamer Arden. 

Other donations included a pair of pea fowl from Mr Reynolds of Pungarehu, a kiwi from Mr Skeet, 

and goldfish (which were released in the Fountain Lake) and a black swan from E M Smith, M.H.R.  

 

Summary of significant events  

• Facing of Cannon Hill and putting the cannons on the hill. 

• Whale bones arrive at the Recreation Grounds. 

• Work starts on forming Fountain Lake. 

• Dr Hector of the Colonial Museum produces sketch for laying out the whale bones. 

• Fountain Lake completed and filled for first time. 

• Section 1084 finally secured around this time. 



116 

 

 

 

Cannon Hill adorned with whale bones. Circa 1900 (NPDC Parks Dept) 
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TH, JANUARY 21, 1893 
BOARD GIFTED WHALE BONES 

TH, JANUARY 25, 1893 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 27, 1893 
RECREATION GROUND UPDATE 

TH, JANUARY 30, 1893 
NEWTON KING IN COURT 

TH, FEBRUARY 11, 1893 

RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 16, 1893 
ACCOUNTS FOR 1892 



118 

TH, FEBRUARY 27, 1893 
PHOTO USING NEW PROCESS 

TH, MARCH 3, 1893 
AQUATIC SPORTS RESULTS 

TH, MARCH 6, 1893 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MARCH 17, 1893 
ERNIE CAVILL SWIMMING  DEMO 

  

TH, MARCH 29, 1893 
WHALE BONES ARRIVING 

TH, APRIL 4, 1893 
ATHLETIC SPORTS A HUGE SUCCESS 

  

TH, APRIL 8, 1893 
WHALE BONES IN THE REC 

  

TH, APRIL 8, 1893 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

  

TH, APRIL 10, 1893 
CORKILL CHARGED IN DOG CASE  
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TH, MAY 12, 1893 
CAPTAIN MACE DONATES PLANTS 

  

TH, MAY 22, 1893 
FOUNTAIN LAKE UNDER 

CONSTRUCTION 

TH, JULY 7, 1893 
FLOODING IN THE RECREATION 

GROUND 

TH, JULY 11, 1893 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 22, 1893 
HAMER ARDEN TO AID PLANTINGS 

  

TH, AUGUST 14, 1893 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 4, 1893 
RUGBY IN THE RECREATION 

GROUND 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 4, 1893 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 20, 1893 
UNUSUAL PLANTING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 21, 1893 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, OCTOBER 7, 1893 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, OCTOBER 9, 1893 
BLACK SWAN DONATED 

TH, OCTOBER 10, 1893 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, OCTOBER 13, 1893 
FUNDRAISING 

  

TH, OCTOBER 21, 1893 
FUNDS RECEIVED 

TH, DECEMBER 4, 1893 
NEW LAKE FILLED 

  

TH, DECEMBER 4, 1893 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

  

TH, DECEMBER 18, 1893 
GOLDFISH IN NEW LAKE 

TH, DECEMBER 30, 1893 
GYMNASTICS SPORTS DAY 
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Early photo of Fountain Lake Circa 1897 (Puke Ariki PHO2020-0014-008) 
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1894 
The start of the year saw the completion of the Boatshed and the Boatshed Bridge. The Board’s 

finances once again were in a bad state with outstanding debts for lands purchased. In 1894 they 

acquired another section, 1135, for which they did not have the cash. Section 1135 was important 

because it was isolated in the middle of the grounds. When the Board originally got the Recreation 

Ground it was comprised of town sections, green areas, access ways and roads. Until the Board 

acquired a section any accessway leading to that section had to remain open.  

Another change to the Board saw J. B. Roy replaced by W. L. Newman. Roy had been on the Board 

for thirteen years but had to resign due to pressures of work. He had been elected mayor the previous 

year. Newman was well known to the Recreation Ground Board having made several donations 

including a Dicky Barrett cannon. Newman was also a founding member of the Swimming Club and 

often helped with firework displays. He was the New Plymouth representative for the Union 

Steamship Company which also benefitted the Board. 

The maze planted by Mr Hood was growing well but it had cost him a considerable amount of 

money. To recoup some of this Hood decided to write a short story and sell it. The story was called 

Johnny Fro. This was the fourth story by Hood. Whether or not the book produced the income he 

wanted is unclear. The story is about a boy (Johnny Fro) who meets a girl, they end up getting 

married after some trials and tribulations. The Recreation Ground is at the heart of the story. (A copy 

of the book is in the Taranaki Research Centre). 

A most novel event of the year was that of parachutist Miss Leila Adair. Her act involved sitting on a 

trapeze suspended from a hot air balloon, when the balloon reached a height of approximately 4000ft 

she would jump from the trapeze with a parachute. The balloon would come down of its own accord. 

Reading accounts of her performances in Auckland, Thames, Hamilton, Hawera, Wanganui and 

Palmerston North, all were unsuccessful, never attaining enough height to be able to jump. New 

Plymouth however was even more disastrous, while filling the balloon with hot air the people holding 

it down lost control and the balloon ended up on the burner and went up in smoke.  

The Board organised a series of working bees to cull pine trees which had been planted too close 

together. 

Some of the donations this year: R. H. Gibson, Himalaya Pines. Mrs Jameson of Koru, Camellia 

trees. Shrubs and plants collected by Mr A. Kyngdon during his recent visit in California and the 

South Seas. J C Davies, Meryta sinclairi (puka) and Marcus J MacReynolds, pair of pea fowl. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• Boatshed and Boatshed Bridge completed around this time. 

• Working bees were initiated to thin out pine trees in the Recreation Grounds. 

• The Recreation Ground Board acquired section 1135 from Reginald Bayley for £16 16s. 

• Mr J. B. Roy resigned. 

• Mr W. L. Newman was appointed to the Board of Trustees. 

• Johnny Fro book went on sale. 
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New Boatshed Bridge with the Boatshed behind. (Puke Ariki PHO2020-0014-017) 
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TH, JANUARY 8, 1894 
RECREATION GROUND SOUVENIRS 

TH, JANUARY 8, 1894 
PEA FOWL DONATION 

TH, JANUARY 9, 1894 
WATER POLO IN THE LAKE 

TH, JANUARY 11, 1894 
GYMNASIUM SPORTS DAY RESULTS 

TH, FEBRUARY 7, 1894 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MARCH 12, 1894 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, MARCH 31, 1894 
NOVELTY RUGBY TOURNAMENT 

HOT AIR BALLOONIST 
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TH, APRIL 6, 1894 
RUGBY TOURNAM’T/BALLOON 

DISASTER 

TH, APRIL 7, 1894 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, APRIL 20, 1894 
TREE CULLING WORKING BEE 

TH, APRIL 23, 1894 
BATHING SHED BROKEN INTO 

TH, APRIL 23, 1894 

TH, APRIL 16, 1894 
PINE TREE CULLING 

TH, APRIL 26, 1894 
WORKING BEE SUCCESSFUL 
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TH, MAY 2, 1894 

 WORK DONE IN THE PAST YEAR 
TH, MAY 5, 1894 

RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

  

TH, MAY 9, 1894 
WORKING BEE 

TH, MAY 11, 1894 
DROWNING IN THE MAIN LAKE 

TH, MAY 23, 1894 
SECTION 1135 

TH, MAY 26, 1894 
SECTION 1135 

TH, MAY 28, 1894 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JUNE 7, 1894 
SPORTS GROUND CARETAKER 

APPOINTED 

TH, JUNE 4, 1894 
SECTION 1135 PURCHASED 
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TH, JUNE 9, 1894 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JUNE 12, 1894 
PLANTING FILLIS ST BOUNDARY 

  

TH, JULY 9, 1894 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 8, 1894 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 22, 1894 
RECREATION GROUND CHINA 

TH, AUGUST 29, 1894 
NEW BOARD MEMBER 

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1894 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 12, 1894 
JOHNNY FRO ON SALE 

TH, OCTOBER 16, 1894 
FISHING LICENSES ON SALE 
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TH, NOVEMBER 13, 1894 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1894 
REVIEW OF JOHNNY FRO 

TH, DECEMBER 11, 1894 
BOARD IN FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES 

  

TH, DECEMBER 11, 1894 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 18, 1894 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY A SUCCESS 

TH, DECEMBER 18, 1894 
SWIMMING CLUB 

  

TH, DECEMBER 22, 1894 
DARBY’S DONKEY  

TH, DECEMBER 31, 1894 
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Stevenson Percy Smith 1840 - 1922 

In 1849 as a nine year old, Smith arrived in New Zealand with his family. His mother’s brother was 

Charles Hursthouse who had persuaded the family to emigrate. He was an adventurous young man 

and in 1857  with five friends  including Arthur Standish and Wilson Hursthouse  did an ascent of 

Mount Egmont taking them five days.  In 1858, again with Standish and 

Hursthouse a party of five friends embarked on a two month trek of 

over 500 miles via Mokau to Taupo region and back via 

Wanganui. They used canoes and horses but the majority was 

on foot. 

His career as a surveyor started in 1855 as a cadet with 

Octavius Carrington. In 1866 while on a field trip with 

Carrington they were ambushed and fired upon. 

Fortunately they all managed to escape unharmed. During 

his illustrious career Smith had many notable 

achievements around the country but locally he was 

responsible for developing the road from Opunake to 

Kaupokonui. By 1889 he worked his way up to surveyor 

general of New Zealand. On his retirement in 1900 he 

returned to New Plymouth. 

He was also an amateur ethnologist and wrote several 

important books on Maori history including Hawaiki. He co-
founded the Polynesian Society and when he returned to New 

Plymouth after his retirement the headquarters of the society 

moved with him. When the Taranaki Museum was opened 

in 1902 Smith was a major contributor and gave the opening 

address. Smith also headed a Scenery Preservation 

Commission set up by the government in 1904. The commission identified scenic and historic sites to 

be made into reserves. They identified 416 sites of which 61 were gazetted by 1906 when the 

commission was disbanded. Some notable reserves created were: Otari–Wilton's Bush, Kennedy's 

Bush, Motukaraka Island, Te Kawau pa, Turuturumokai pa and Ship Cove in the Marlborough 

Sounds. 

In 1920 Smith was awarded the prestigious Hector Memorial Medal. 

One of his most notable pieces of work during his time at the Recreation Ground was the 

development of the Serpentine which extended the main lake down to the southern boundary. He also 

came up with the name of Pukekura Park and felt strongly that the name should have Maori roots.  

 

 

   

       Image. (Puke Ariki A66.469) 
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1895 
Originally the hillside south of the Boatshed to the east of the Serpentine was not part of the 

Recreation Ground. In 1895 the Jockey Club allowed the Recreation Ground Board to fence off part 

of the land to use. Board member W. L. Newman who was also a steward of the Jockey Club  

initiated this move. Arbor day had recently started in New Plymouth, following the formation of the 

Scenery Preservation Society in 1891. C. W. Govett, being a member of both the Scenery 

Preservation Society and the Recreation Ground Board may have suggested that this newly acquired 

piece of bare land was a prime location to beautify. Planting took place on August 8. Puriri trees 

growing on this hillside adjacent to the walking track are undoubtedly from this Arbor Day planting.  

The drowning suicide of George Duncan was a most unfortunate event. Duncan, 75, a money lender 

in town was observed by Darby Claffey (custodian) walking by the Bathing Shed to The Poet’s 

Bridge, then jumping into the lake. Claffey at the time was on top of Cannon Hill cutting grass. In his 

testimony Claffey said that he could not swim so spotting another gentleman in the ground he ran 

down the hill, got the assistance of the other man, went to the bridge stopping at the Bathing Shed on 

route to pick up a rope. On arriving at the bridge, they saw Duncan under the water and lifeless, and 

having taken ten minutes to get there decided there was no point in trying to rescue him. At the 

inquest Claffey was criticized for that decision. The incident led to the Board sacking him in early 

1896 after being at the grounds for eighteen years. Claffey was more a labourer than a gardener and 

possibly the Board saw an opportunity to bring someone else in as custodian. On one occasion he was 

working in the grounds when he was approached by a visitor to town. They asked him if he knew of a 

particular flower that might be in the grounds. Claffey indicated in the affirmative and proceeded to 

show them flowering gorse. Claffey died a couple of years later at the age of 49. He is buried in Te 

Henui Cemetery. 

During the summer there were several school picnics in the grounds with students around Taranaki 

participating. These were big events, on one occasion a group from the Stratford area came in by train 

and was said to number 1140 people.  

To boost the planting of trees and shrubs Hamer Arden published a list of plants that he wanted the 

public to donate: Grevillea robusta, Ficus macrophylla, Lawson cypress, Norfolk Island Pine, 

Chilean pine, Cedrus deodara, Austrian Pine, Cryptomeria elegans, Silver pine, Tulip tree, Casuarina 

or shiok, Paulownia, Camphor laurel, Olive, Plane, Balbrogia lucida, Retinosporas (any variety), 

Magnolias, Rhododendrons, Alder, Mountain ash, Tamarisk, Yucca, Fan Palm or Kentia Palm, 

Washington Palm, and any native trees not too large, especially – Honeysuckle, Hinau, Rimu, Fern 

trees, Lacebark, Wharangi, Mountain toi, Pittosporum trifolium, Nikau. Arden suggested that the 

month of May would be the best time to send plants, as he would be in the grounds constantly during 

that month. Plants from this request are still present in the Park, which were likely planted at working 

bees in June 1895 include, Chamaecyparis lawsoniana (Lawson’s Cypress), Ficus macrophylla 

(Moreton Bay Fig) and Rhododendron ‘Sir Robert Peel’. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• First Arbor Day Planting in the Recreation Grounds 

• Swimming Club is wound up. 

• Archibald Hood became ill, but volunteers were found to take care of the maze. 

• Drowning in the lake which led to Darby Claffey's dismissal.  
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TH, FEBRUARY 26, 1895 
FIJIAN CRICKETERS IN LAKE 

TH, FEBRUARY 27, 1895 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MARCH 1, 1895 
ELTHAM/NGAIRE PICNIC  

TH, MARCH 6, 1895 
WORKING BEE 

TH, MARCH 13, 1895 
PLANTS STOLEN 

TH, MARCH 15, 1895 
SOUTH TARANAKI PICNIC 

  

TH, MARCH 16, 1895 
WORKING BEE 

TH, MARCH 16, 1895 
BOARD ALLOWED TO FENCE OFF 

PART OF THE RACECOURSE 

  

TH, MARCH 20, 1895 
GARDEN SEAT DONATED 

TH, MARCH 21, 1895 
WORK DONE DURING 1894 

  

TH, MARCH 22, 1895 
INGLEWOOD SCHOOL PICNIC 
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TH, MARCH 27, 1895 
WORKING BEE 

TH, APRIL 8, 1895 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, APRIL 10, 1895 
RECREATION GROUND BYE-LAWS 
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TH, APRIL 10, 1895 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, APRIL 22, 1895 

TH, APRIL 23, 1895 
ARDEN ASKING FOR PLANTS 

DONATIONS 

TH, JUNE 24, 1895 
JOCKEY CLUB LAND USED BY REC 

TH, JULY 16, 1895 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 30, 1895 
ARBOR DAY 

TH, AUGUST 3, 1895 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 8, 1895 
ARBOR DAY PLANTING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 13, 1895 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 21, 1895 
SPORT GROUND COMMITTEE 

SIX YEAR SUMMARY 

TH, OCTOBER 5, 1895 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 18, 1895 
RECREATION GROUND POEM 

TH, NOVEMBER 7, 1895 
MAZE ASSISTANCE REQUIRED 

  

TH, NOVEMBER 23, 1895 
WINDING UP SWIMMING CLUB 

TH, DECEMBER 7, 1895 
MAZE WORK CONTINUES 

  

TH, DECEMBER 7, 1895 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, DECEMBER 16, 1895 
SUICIDE IN THE LAKE 

TH, DECEMBER 17, 1895 
SUICIDE IN THE LAKE 
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1896 
Following the dismissal of Darby Claffey, Charles Edgecombe was selected from fifteen candidates 

for the position of custodian. He was given a salary of £1 5s a week the use of a cottage, its grounds 

and firewood. The cottage had been the home of Claffey, during his custodianship he had planted 

apple trees in the garden. Feeling a little upset about his dismissal Claffey decided to chop the trees 

down.  

The Recreation Ground was again the focus of Arbor Day with 200 trees being planted in the area 

adjoining the Jockey Club, the same area that was planted the previous year. 

The first interprovincial rugby match, against Nelson, was played in August 1896. The visitors 

arriving at 6am by the steamer, Mahinapua. Taranaki won 17-0. In January, the Recreation Sports 

Ground had also hosted the first interprovincial cricket match between the two provinces, which 

Taranaki won by 59 runs. 

One of the major events of the year was Taranaki’s first Floral Fete in November, which fortunately 

coincided with a glorious day, and attracted a crowd of between 3 - 4,000 people. It was organised for 

the benefit of St Mary’s Parish, but the Recreation Board received a quarter of the profits which was 

£35 15s. 

In September, the curator reported that during the month some 300 native plants had been set in the 

nursery bed – 200 from the Meeting of the Waters and the balance from Brooklands, and he was glad 

to say that all these are looking well, owing to the “puddling treatment”.  About 50 trees of a larger 

growth were planted out during the month. About 1000 native shrubs had been planted in the nursery 

during the season. Soon after T K Skinner donated 578 assorted native trees to put in the nursery. 

Cabbage trees in the grounds were found to be suffering from an alarming blight in the form of a 

myriad of pale green caterpillars. The Board was advised to spray the trees with hellebore, which did 

not work. Subsequently they tried dried lime which was more effective. 

After a period of not having swans in the lake because they were unable to control stray dogs 

harming them, the Board decided to try again. They were promised a pair of black swans by Mr 

Wilkie which they intended putting in the main lake, and a pair of white swans by Mr Lennard which 

they intended putting in Fountain Lake. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• Darby Claffey gets fired from his job as caretaker 

• Charles Edgecombe appointed custodian. 

• Taranaki’s first Floral Fete 
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Floral Fete 1896  (Puke Ariki PHO2007-022) 

Floral Fete 1896  (Puke Ariki ARC2012-106) 
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TH, JANUARY 13, 1896 
NOTICE OF CLAFFEY’S DISMISSAL 

TH, JANUARY 13, 1896 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 18, 1896 
CLAFFEY’S LETTER TO EDITOR 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 10, 1896 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MARCH 7, 1896 
EDGECOMBE APPOINTED 

CUSTODIAN 

TH, MARCH 7, 1896 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, APRIL 4, 1896 
DARBY’S DONKEY SOLD 

TH, APRIL 11, 1896 

Recreation Ground Board Meeting 

TH, APRIL 11, 1896 
CLAFFEY CUTS DOWN FRUIT TREES 

  

  

TH, APRIL 15, 1896 
CLAFFEY APOLOGY 
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TH, APRIL 25, 1896 
CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 

TH, MAY 11, 1896 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MAY 27, 1896 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, JUNE 13, 1896 
HARRIS FORD PRESENTATION 

TH, JUNE 13, 1896 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 6, 1896 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 



141 

TH, JULY 22, 1896 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, JULY 22, 1896 
FUNDRAISING—ART UNION 

TH, AUGUST 1, 1896 

 

TH, AUGUST 17, 1896 
FREE FIREWOOD 

TH, AUGUST 4, 1896 

TH, AUGUST 7, 1896 
ARBOR DAY PLANTING 

TH, AUGUST 17, 1896 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 31, 1896 

TH, SEPTEMBER 5, 1896 
PROMOTING FLORAL FETE 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 7, 1896 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1896 
MORE SWANS  

TH, SEPTEMBER 12, 1896 
PLANTS FROM MEETING OF THE 

WATERS 

TH, SEPTEMBER 23, 1896 
SHEEP TREAD GRASS SEED 

TH, OCTOBER 13, 1896 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 4, 1896 

TH, NOVEMBER 10, 1896 
FLORAL FETE REVIEW 
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TH, NOVEMBER 11, 1896 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 14, 1896 
INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE  

T. A. A. C 

TH, NOVEMBER 19, 1896 
MONEY FROM FLORAL FETE 

TH, DECEMBER 10, 1896 
CYCLE TRACK PROPOSAL 

TH, DECEMBER 24, 1896 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 11, 1896 
FLORAL DISPLAY 
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Maypole Dance at Floral Fete 1896   (Puke Ariki ARC2003-859/3) 
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1897 
The Sports Ground Committee that was set up in late 1889 had a mandate to develop the sports 

ground to a point where it could be used for most sports including rugby and cricket. At the end of 

seven years they felt they had achieved their goal, so dissolved the committee and handed over the 

running of the Sports Ground back to the Recreation Ground Board. When they took over the area it 

was a partially filled swamp not fit for any sport. By 1892 they had played the first game of cricket 

and 1893 the first provincial rugby game. The terraces were still minimal, the most developed being 

the southern terrace occupying four rows of seating.  

A major celebration in 1897 was Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. There were several events in the park but 

the one that stands out was the unveiling of the Jubilee Drinking Fountain. The fountain was the idea 

of G W Browne a member of the outgoing Sports Ground Committee. The committee had some cash 

on hand when they disbanded so started a fund to build a fountain. Browne, the owner of a fancy 

goods shop was responsible for the production of chinaware displaying scenes of the Recreation 

Ground. 

When the location of the fountain was decided it was mentioned that this was where an unsuccessful 

attempt had been made to reconstruct a whale skeleton using a sketch by Dr Hector. The whale bones 

were subsequently displayed on Cannon Hill (see photo 1893). 

The Board had a windfall, receiving £106 17s 5d, the proceeds of the Martha King estate after she 

died. Martha was a renowned botanical artist and considered to be New Zealand’s first resident 

botanical artist. Some of her work is at the National Library as part of the Alexander Turnbull 

Collection. 

Because the Sports Ground had been handed back to the Board, they decided to employ an assistant 

custodian to help maintain it. Robert Mace was appointed in March of 1897. Mace later took over 

from Edgecome as custodian. 

A changing room was built near the sports field thanks partially to a donation from Tukapa Football 

Club and H. Roberts who offered his services free of charge. The curator also helped with the 

construction. Until that time sports people had been using the bathing house as a changing room. 

Some of the donations this year included: ferns from Miss Redman, two garden seats from Mr 

Ricketts, and two Black Swans from Mr Hooker of Nelson. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• Dissolution of Sports Committee. 

• Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Fountain unveiling. 

• Dressing room built for the Sports Ground. 

• Martha King leaves estate to Recreation Ground Board. 

• Robert Mace appointed assistant curator. 
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Fountain Lake and Sports Ground 1897. Minimal eastern terraces . (NPDC Parks Dept) 
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TH, FEBRUARY 8, 1897 
CUSTODIAN TOLD TO SHOOT DOGS 

TH, FEBRUARY 15, 1897 
DEATH OF ANNIE WAY 

TH, FEBRUARY 25, 1897 
DISSOLUTION OF SPORTS 

COMMITTEE 

TH, MARCH 6, 1897 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MARCH 10, 1897 
WANTED ASSISTANT CUSTODIAN 

TH, MARCH 16, 1897 
ROBERT MACE APPOINTED 

ASSISTANT 

TH, MARCH 26, 1897 
ANNUAL REPORT 
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TH, APRIL 5, 1897 
THE POET’S BRIDGE REPAIR 

TH, APRIL 5, 1897 
PAINTING THE POET’S BRIDGE 

TH, APRIL 15, 1897 
BLACK SWANS DONATED 

TH, MAY 10, 1897 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MAY 12, 1897 
FOUNTAIN LOCATION FIXED 

  

On Monday Messrs Newman, Skinner, Govett 
and Ford (members of the recreation Board) and 
Messrs N. K. McDiarmid and G. W. Browne 
executors of the Old Sports Committee visited 
the grounds for the purpose of fixing on a site for 
the fountain, which is to be erected to 
commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and 
Record Reign. The site fixed on is on the piece of 
ground which an attempt was made to reconstruct 
the skeleton of a whale. The executors of the Old 
Sports Committee have about £13 on hand which 
will form the nucleus of the fund and the balance 
of the cost which will be about £50 will be raised 
by public subscription. The fountain, the plan of 
which Mr Browne has in his possession, will 
stand 12ft high, and will be on marble columns 
with marble facings. 

TH, MAY 13, 1897 
FERN DONATION 

TH, JUNE 11, 1897 
FOUNTAIN PROGRESS 
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TH, JUNE 15, 1897 
SUMMARY OF LAND PURCHASES 

  

TH, JUNE 23, 1897 
UNVEILING THE FOUNTAIN 

TH, JUNE 10, 1897 
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TH, JUNE 21, 1897 
FUNDRAISING FOR LAND PURCHASE 

TH, JULY 3, 1897 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 20, 1897 
DRESSING ROOM BUILT 

TH, AUGUST 13, 1897 
MARTHA KING BEQUEST 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 4, 1897 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 7, 1897 
MARTHA KING BEQUEST 

TH, SEPTEMBER 22, 1897 
MARTHA KING BEQUEST 

TH, SEPTEMBER 9, 1897 

TH, SEPTEMBER 28, 1897 
FLORAL FETE COMMITTEE 
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1898 
Due to there  being no records from the Taranaki Herald for the first six months of 1898 there is less 

known about this period. What is clear is that the Board was still in financial difficulties. Another 

Floral Fete was organised to try and bolster the coffers, and it was a huge success netting the Board 

around £150, enough to pay off most of their debts. They still owned money on sections bought but 

not paid for. The people they purchased sections from must have been easy going. At the floral fete 

there were several different types of decorated vehicles such as: perambulators, dray, two wheeled 

gigs, bicycles, tricycles, and wheelbarrows. Also go-carts, some drawn by dogs, some by children 

and others by goats. 

Another fundraising event was a lecture by Saynor Griffiths entitled “Whenuaru” (trembling land) 

raising £25 4s. A notable feature of the lecture was that it was illustrated with limelight views. 

Limelight was a 19th century method of creating an intense point source of white light, leading to the 

saying, “in the limelight”. 

The hatching of four young swans was a pleasant addition to the grounds and led to a renewed call to 

control stray dogs. 

One aspect of the Recreation Ground doing well was the nursery, bolstered by a donation of two 

thousand native plants from T. K. Skinner, followed soon after by another fifteen hundred by a donor 

who wanted to remain anonymous. Water lilies were abundant in the lakes, so the Board advertised 

them for sale to raise funds. 

 

 

Summary of significant events 

• Large collection of native trees and bushes was donated by T. K. Skinner. 

• Floral Fete 

• Death of Darby Claffey. 
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TH, JULY 2, 1898 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 26, 1898 
PLANT DONATION 

TH, AUGUST 6, 1898 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 16, 1898 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, AUGUST 18, 1898 
FOUR SWANS BORN 

TH, AUGUST 29, 1898 
PROTECTING SWANS 

TH, AUGUST 1, 1898 
CLAFFEY BENEFIT CONCERT 

TH, SEPTEMBER 10, 1898 
2000 PLANTS IN NURSERIES 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 10, 1898 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 10, 1898 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 8, 1898 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, OCTOBER 11, 1898 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, NOVEMBER 5, 1898 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 10, 1898 
ACCOUNT OF FLORAL FETE 



154 

TH, NOVEMBER 10, 1898 
FLORAL FETE TAKINGS 

TH, NOVEMBER 11, 1898 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 18, 1898 
PROFIT FROM FLORAL FETE 

TH, NOVEMBER 25, 1898 
DARBY CLAFFEY DIES 

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1898 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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1899 
The major development of 1899 was the completion and planting of what was known as Manhattan 

Island at the southern end of the main lake. The area where the island was formed was a raupo 

swamp. Originally there were two streams feeding into the lake, one at the east which ran through 

where the Serpentine is now and one at the west which came through Goodwin Dell the same as it 

does now. The stream back then was wider and less formal. Where the stream now runs under the 

path there was a bridge and to the south of the bridge a waterfall. In the 1800’s it is likely more 

runoff water would have been flowing through the park. T. K. Skinner came up with the plan for the 

reclamation and oversaw the project. Charles Edgecome did the planting of the island. 

There were several fundraising events during the year, but the Aquatic Floral Carnival was probably 

the standout one. It was held on November 9, the Prince of Wales (Edward VII) birthday. A small 

flotilla of decorated boats was tugged up and down the lake by a pilot boat manned by Board 

members, Messrs. Newman and Cock. We are fortunate to have a set of photos taken by Collis and 

published in the Auckland Weekly News. The photos of the prize winners are taken near the western 

bank of the main lake south of The Poet’s Bridge. It is interesting to note that there were more than 

twenty ladies on the committee organising the event. 

The Taranaki Volunteers, under the command of Captain Okey held a camp in the grounds. This 

became a regular fixture. 

The Board received a petition requesting that the lake be available for swimming after 5pm. The 

Board’s response was positive if the petitioners formed a swimming club. They would allow 

swimming between 5pm & 7pm for club members only. The New Plymouth Recreation Ground 

Swimming Club was formed. 

Even though the Board’s nurseries had enough plants for the season the custodian was asked to go to 

Ngati Maru country (Tarata) for a couple of days collecting native trees and shrubs. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• Manhattan Island constructed and planted out. 

• Taranaki Volunteers camp. 

• Floral Fete. 

• Inaugural City Band swimming tournament. 

• A new swimming club formed to get lake access in the evenings. 

• Enough native plants in nursery for the 1899 planting season. 

• The Borough Council make noises about having representation on the board. 

• Section 1182 on the corner of Gover and Rogan Streets was exchanged with a piece of land 

owned by the Jockey Club. 

• Board member W. L. Newman donated six iron garden chairs. 
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Manhattan Island circa 1900 (NPDC Parks Dept) 
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TH, JANUARY 7, 1899 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 7, 1899 
PETITION FOR LONGER SWIMMING 

TH, JANUARY 11, 1899 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

TH, JANUARY 18, 1899 TH, JANUARY 21, 1899 
FORMATION OF NEW SWIMMING 

CLUB 

TH, JANUARY 23, 1899 
STEALING LILIES 

TH, JANUARY 30, 1899 
EVENING SWIMMING ALLOWED 

TH, MARCH 11, 1899 
ANNUAL REPORT 
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TH, APRIL 8, 1899 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MAY 6, 1899 
NURSERY WELL STOCKED 

TH, MAY 6, 1899 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MAY 9, 1899 
BOROUGH COUNCIL DESIRE SEAT 

ON RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

TH, JUNE 3, 1899 
DOG MOLESTING SWANS 

TH, JUNE 3, 1899 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JUNE 16, 1899 
SUMMARY OF IMPROVEMENTS 
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TH, JUNE 26, 1899 
HONORARY MEMBERS/ PLANT 

DONATION 

TH, JULY 1, 1899 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, JULY 8, 1899 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 21, 1899 
BALL REVIEW 

  

TH, AUGUST 5, 1899 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 8, 1899 
BALL TAKINGS 

TH, SEPTEMBER 1, 1899 
FERN COLLECTING EXPEDITION 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 18, 1899 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 28, 1899 
FLORAL FETE DISCUSSIONS 

  

TH, OCTOBER 7, 1899 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, OCTOBER 14, 1899 
 FUNDRAISING 

TH, NOVEMBER 10, 1899 
FLORAL FETE A SUCCESS 

TH, NOVEMBER 22, 1899 

TH, DECEMBER 9, 1899 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 27, 1899 
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1st prize boat decorated by Miss Hall and Miss Hempton. 

2nd prize boat decorated by Miss Devenish. 

   3rd prize boat.  

Aquatic Floral Fete November 9, 1899 
Auckland Weekly News Nov 24, 1899 



162 

Aquatic Floral Fete images (Auckland Weekly News, November 24, 1899) 
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1900 
Once again the Recreation Ground Board approached the Borough Council looking for an increased 

subsidy.  This time they recognised that the only way that this was going to happen was to offer the 

council some representation on the Board. The council agreed to this and to increase the subsidy once 

the legalities were sorted out and their members were active on the Board. 

There was a push by local sporting groups to form another committee to further develop the sports 

ground and centralise sporting events, which would have made the Fitzroy ground defunct. The 

feeling at the time was that the Fitzroy ground was too far from town. T. K. Skinner came up with an 

ambitious plan to increase the size of the sports field considerably. The plan would have meant 

removing the hill where the western terraces now stand and part reclaiming what is now Fountain 

Lake. At that time there were no terraces on the western bank. The plan was a bit too ambitious and 

expensive and it met with significant opposition. The next major development would not get 

underway until late 1905. 

The maze that Archibald Hood had so generously made was unsustainable from a maintenance point 

of view and had been pulled out. During 1900 the area was planted out with 200 native trees. 

The Board was approached by Star Football Club to erect a memorial to three of their old members 

who had died in South Africa while serving their country. The Board agreed to this. However, the 

memorial did not eventuate until 1903 and was only for Clement Wiggins. 

It is notable that some of the fundraising efforts at this time were for the troops in South Africa and 

that the Board pulled back on its own fundraising because of this.  No doubt this had some impact on 

the decision not to go ahead with major projects. 

A noted donation was two garden seats by Mrs Copland. 

At the annual meeting of the North Egmont Forest Board,  “Permission was granted the Recreation 

Grounds Board to take from the Forest reserve two loads of plants.” It is possible/probable that this is 

where kamahi trees that are in the park originated. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• Old maze site planted out with 200 trees. 

• Board agrees to allow Trooper’s memorial (Wiggins memorial) to be erected in grounds. 

• New track to Vogeltown. 

• The Board press the Borough Council to increase subsidy and suggest Council could have 
representation on recreation Ground board. 
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New Path leading to Vogeltown. (Puke Ariki PHO2020-0014-025) 

Bathing House and Diving Board circa 1900. (Puke Ariki PHO2020-0014-022) 
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TH, JANUARY 13, 1900 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 2, 1900 
HARRIET CANNON 

TH, FEBRUARY 3, 1900 
FUNDRAISING FOR BOER WAR 

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1900 

TH, FEBRUARY 7, 1900 

TH, FEBRUARY 8, 1900 

TH, FEBRUARY 9, 1900 
CENTRAL SCHOOL SWIMMING CLUB 
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TH, FEBRUARY 17, 1900 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MARCH 2, 1900 
CITY BAND SWIMMING GALA 

TH, APRIL 17, 1900 
FUNDRAISING 

  

TH, MAY 5, 1900 
MANHATTAN ISLAND UPDATE 

TH, MAY 15, 1900 
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
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TH, MAY 5, 1900 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 10, 1900 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 11, 1900 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1900 
WIGGINS MEMORIAL INITIATION 

TH, SEPTEMBER 24, 1900 
LIFEBOAT FOR HIRE 

TH, SEPTEMBER 24, 1900 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 24, 1900 
NEW SPORTS GROUND COMMITTEE 

DISCUSSED 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 25, 1900 
SCHEME TO IMPROVE SPORTS 

GROUND 
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TH, OCTOBER 15, 1900 
IMPROVEMENTS TO SPORTS 

GROUND 

TH, NOVEMBER 17, 1900 

TH, NOVEMBER 19, 1900 
EXTENSION OF SPORTS GROUND 

APPROVED 

TH, DECEMBER 5, 1900 
BODY FOUND IN RECREATION 

GROUND 

TH, DECEMBER 14, 1900 
BOY CAUGHT LIGHTING FIRE 

Taranaki Herald, 14 Dec 1900 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 27, 1900 

 BOXING DAY IN THE RECREATION 

GROUND 
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1901 
The Jockey Club had previously allowed the Recreation Ground Board to fence off, and use a piece 

of land they had acquired from the Brooklands Estate. In 1901 this piece of land was officially 

transferred to the Board. The area of land transferred was 3½ acres and lies to the east of the 

Serpentine between the Boathouse and the old Brooklands Boundary at the end of the Serpentine. It 

was mainly bare when the Board first got the use of the land and was partially planted on Arbor days 

of 1895 and 1896. 

The curator Charles Edgecombe was sent to Raglan to collect plants. This was not the first time he 

had been sent to gather plants, but the first time he had been sent so far. This was all made possible 

because W. L. Newman had been the New Plymouth representative for the Union Steamship 

Company for many years. Edgecombe was given free passage for himself and the plants he collected. 

The Kauri Company of Auckland donated two substantial Kauri spars to be made into a flagpole, 

these were also shipped to New Plymouth free of charge thanks to W. L. Newman and the Union 

Steamship Company. 

In 1901 the Board introduced tree labelling in the form of 10ʺ x 6ʺ zinc tablets. Kowhai trees were 

starting to bloom. 

An unusual form of entertainment during the year was that of Alexander the Australian Blondin, a 

tightrope walker, who performed all sorts of daring feats while balancing on a 3/4” wire rope 30ft 

above the ground. The rope was most likely strung over the lake from one bank to the other. 

Several people donated plants including, Mr Pickett, Mrs Gordon, and Mr Hawes. The director of the 

Sydney Botanical Gardens sent several roots of Pontederia crassipes, a pale-yellow type of water 

lily.  Also, the curator in his report to the Board about his Raglan trip stated, “I brought back with me 

a quantity of Mangeo, Tanekaha, and Wharangi plants; also, some specimens of native heath and the 

umbrella fern together with a quantity of Kowhai and Manuka seed.” 

 

Summary of significant events 

• The Borough Council was invited to elect two of its members to sit on Recreation Ground 
Board. 

• Curator (Edgecombe) sent to Raglan to collect native plants. 

• Introduction of zinc tablets for tree name tags. 

• Jockey Club land transferred to Recreation Ground. Part Block D (Part of Carrington’s original 
Green Belt). 

• Kauri Timber Co of Auckland donated two substantial kauri spars to be made into a flagstaff. 

• Sash & Door Company donated 500 ft of 2-inch planking for seating. 

• Memorial service for Queen Victoria. 
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Taranaki Volunteer Camp, Feb 1901. (Auckland Weekly News, 15 February 1901) 

Taranaki Volunteer Camp, Feb 1901. Morning Parade. (Auckland Weekly News,15 February 1901) 
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TH, JANUARY 7, 1901 

TH, JANUARY 16, 1901 
TREE DAMAGE REWARD 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 5, 1901 
VOLUNTEER CAMP 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 6, 1901 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
  

TH, MARCH 14, 1901 
ANOTHER NAME SUGGESTED 

  

TH, MARCH 19, 1901 
KAURI SPARS DONATED FOR 

FLAGSTAFF 

TH, APRIL 9, 1901 

TH, MAY 6, 1901 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING  

TH, MAY 17, 1901 
FUNDRAISING 

  

TH, JUNE 10, 1901 
FUNDRAISING 
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TH, JULY 25, 1901 
CURATOR GOES TO RAGLAN 

TH, AUGUST 19, 1901 
PLANTS FROM RAGLAN 

  

TH, AUGUST 19, 1901 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, AUGUST 19, 1901 
SPORTS GROUND PLANS 

TH, SEPTEMBER 17, 1901 
FUNDRAISING 7-A-SIDE RUGBY 

TH, SEPTEMBER 27, 1901 
KOWHAI FLOWERING 

TH, OCTOBER 7, 1901 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 17, 1901 
ZINC TABLETS FOR TREES 

TH, OCTOBER 25, 1901 
TIMBER DONATION FOR SEATING 

TH, NOVEMBER 2, 1901 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 3, 1901 
FUNDRAISING 
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TH, DECEMBER 3, 1901 
TIGHTROPE WALKER & FIREWORKS 

  

TH, DECEMBER 4, 1901 
TIGHTROPE INSTALLED 

TH, DECEMBER 7, 1901 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 18, 1901 
CONCERT AND FIREWORKS 

TH, DECEMBER 19, 1901 

TH, DECEMBER 27, 1901 
CONCERT A SUCCESS 

Queen Victoria’s memorial service, February 1901 (Puke Ariki PHO2002-26) 
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QUEEN VICTORIA’S MEMORIAL SERVICE  

TARANAKI HERALD FEBRUARY 4, 1901 
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1902 
Thomas Kingwell Skinner resigned from the Board after twenty years of valuable service. As a 

surveyor he had laid out most of the tracks in the park. He made plans for the development of the 

Sports Ground and the development of Manhattan Island. Skinner was replaced by Stephenson Percy 

Smith, better known as S. Percy Smith, also a surveyor. Smith had come to New Zealand with his 

family as a small boy, learning his trade as a cadet under Octavius Carrington as did Skinner.  

The national band contest held in March was a huge success for the town. Fifteen bands came from 

all over the country to compete and it was said to be the biggest ever held. It attracted huge crowds 

from all over the province with daily attendances of 4000 to 5000. Extra seating had been put in the 

Sports Ground for the event. 

During the year fishponds were established in the park in conjunction with the Acclimatisation 

Society. At that time W. L. Newman, a longstanding member of the Recreation Ground Board was 

also the chairman of the local Acclimatisation Society. The ponds were located where the Hatchery 

Lawn is now, this is why the name was given. The plan was that the society would supply trout fry 

and the Recreation Ground curator Charles Edgecombe would feed the fish with food supplied, 

mashed liver being the main diet. Once the fish were big enough the Acclimatisation Society would 

transfer them to local rivers and maybe a few in the main lake in the grounds. The first batch of 5000 

Rainbow Trout were liberated in the ponds in October, the fry being approximately an inch long. 

Over the years there were issues such as water quality, eels finding their way into the ponds etc., but 

they did persist on and off for about thirty years. 

An unusual event was the influx of roughly 40 wild ducks which put pressure on the resources of the 

Board. They made a plea for feed and the Acclimatisation Society donated £5 for that purpose. 

 Plant donations included: seeds from Mr Chapman. Package of assorted seeds of African flowering 

shrubs from the Natal Botanic Gardens, per favour of Mr M. Fraser who had recently returned from 

South Africa. Native shrubs and edible cabbage tree from Captain Wilson, Smart Road, and native 

shrubs from Mr Whitmore of Invercargill and Mr J. Kelly of Awakino. 

 

 

 

Summary of significant events 

• T.K. Skinner resigns from the Board of Trustees. 

• S. Percy Smith appointed to Board of Trustees. 

• National band contest. 

• Fishponds established for rearing trout. 

• E. M. Smith M.H.R donated six white swans. 

• 5000 Rainbow Trout fry released into ponds 

• Another push to rename the grounds. 
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New Zealand Band Contest—Packed Southern Terrace. (Auckland Weekly 
News March 20th 1902) 

New Zealand Band Contest—Band Playing Facing Eastern Terrace 
(Auckland Weekly News March 20th 1902) 

New Zealand Band Contest: Reception by the Mayor.  
(Auckland Weekly News, March 20th 1902) 
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TH, JANUARY 29, 1902 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JANUARY 31, 1902 
GATES IN NEED OF PAINTING 

TH, FEBRUARY 11, 1902 
SWIMMING CLASSES 

TH, FEBRUARY 14, 1902 
SIX WHITE SWANS ARRIVE 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 17, 1902 
SIX WHITE SWANS 

TH, FEBRUARY 18, 1902 
BAND CONCERT WEEK PROGRAMME 

TH, FEBRUARY 26, 1902 
CENTRAL SCHOOL SWIMMING GALA 

TH, MARCH 3, 1902 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, MARCH 6, 1902 
LIARDET STREET GATES PAINTED 

TH, MARCH 10, 1902 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, MARCH 12, 1902 

TH, MARCH 12, 1902 
BENEFIT CONCERT FOR TRAIN 

DRIVER 

TH, MARCH 13, 1902 

TH, APRIL 1, 1902 
EASTER FETE 
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TH, MAY 3, 1902 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, MAY 12, 1902 
FISH PONDS IN RECREATION 

GROUNDS 

TH, MAY 27, 1902 
WILD DUCKS INVADE LAKE 

  

TH, JUNE 11, 1902 
MONEY TO FEED DUCKS DONATED 

  

TH, JUNE 13, 1902 
SWANS FOUND DEAD ON SPORTS 

FIELD 

TH, JUNE 18, 1902 
SEED DONATION 

TH, JULY 5, 1902 
SPORTS GROUND SUPERVISOR 

APPOINTED 

TH, JULY 14, 1902 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, JULY 21, 1902 
PLANT DONATION 

TH, JULY 28, 1902 
PLANT DONATION 

TH, OCTOBER 16, 1902 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 24, 1902 
FISH PONDS ESTABLISHED 

  

TH, NOVEMBER 25, 1902 
FIRM CRICKET PITCH 

  

TH, DECEMBER 13, 1902 
ENGLISH CRICKET TEAM TALK 

TH, DECEMBER 29, 1902 
RUSSIAN GEESE DONATED 

TH, DECEMBER 30, 1902 

TH, DECEMBER 30, 1902 
PITCH PREPARATION FOR CRICKET 

GAME 
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1903 
The first event of the Recreation Ground calendar was a cricket match between a North Taranaki 

team and an English eleven. An unusual aspect of the game was that the Taranaki team were allowed 

to field 18 players. Considering that the pitch back then was smaller than it is now it would have been 

interesting to see the field placements.  On seeing the advert for the game, a person wrote in the 

Taranaki Herald. “ I understand from advertisements that the game is to be played on the Recreation 

Ground. May I ask if the local team intend placing their “field” on the terraces that surround the 

pitch?” The Taranaki team still got a sound thrashing. 

A monument to C. E. Wiggins was erected in the park, arranged and paid for by the Bank of New 

South Wales in New Plymouth where Wiggins had worked before serving in South Africa with the 

3rd Contingent. The erection of the monument caused a stir in the town. Many people felt that the 

Recreation Ground was not an appropriate place to put the obelisk. It was placed on a mound south of 

the Boatshed Bridge, now known as Monument Hill. He died aged 27, from enteric (typhoid) fever at 

Germiston in South Africa on 13 July 1900. 

With the establishment of the fish ponds the previous year it was rewarding for the Acclimatisation 

Society to release 500 trout reared in the Recreation Ground into the Waiwhakaiho River. Another 

10,000 fry were put in the ponds in September. 

The Sports Ground pitch was still not satisfactory for the local sports teams. Whenever it rained the 

ground became sodden and unplayable. The Board asked Percy Smith to produce a plan to deal with 

the drainage issue.  

The efforts of the Recreation Grounds Board in endeavouring to preserve the rarer native flowering 

shrubs were highlighted by some fine specimens of New Zealand ribbonwood and koromiko in 

bloom. An Australian red gum tree also had a fine show of flowers. 

There were donations of plants from Mr J Wheeler of Durham Road. A collection of South Sea Island 

seeds from Mr Gordon Cliff, and a valuable donation of seeds of a varied collection of flowering 

shrubs and plants collected en-route from Colombo to Vancouver from T. K. Skinner.  Other 

donations included a peacock from Albert Bayly and two Russian geese from Mr Holden of Makino. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• First trout from Recreation Ground ponds released into local rivers. 

• Board grant permission to build Wiggins memorial. 

• The Board starts selling Pinus insignus trees to local contractors. 
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Views of the Recreation Ground. (Auckland Weekly 

News 26 February 1903) 

Above:   Band Rotunda and Bathing Shed. 

Left:     The Poet’s Bridge with Mount Taranaki in the 

background. 

Bottom: A view of the lower lake (Fountain Lake).  
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TH, JANUARY 2, 1903 
CRICKET IN THE RECREATION 

GROUND 

LORD HAWKES XI V TARANAKI 18 

TH, JANUARY 3, 1903 
CRICKET RESULT 

TH, JANUARY 9, 1903 
TROUT READY FOR RELEASE 

TH, FEBRUARY 3, 1903 
PARADISE DUCKS DONATED 

TH, MARCH 3, 1903 
PRESERVING NATIVE TREES 

TH, MARCH 26, 1903 
SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS 
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TH, MARCH 26, 1903 
REQUEST TO PROCEED WITH 

WIGGINS MEMORIAL 

TH, APRIL 21, 1903 

TH, APRIL 23, 1903 
WOOD CHOPPING COMPETITION 

  

TH, MAY 2, 1903 
WOOD CHOPPING CONTEST 

RESULTS 

TH, MAY 6, 1903 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, MAY 16, 1903 

TH, MAY 19, 1903 

  

TH, MAY 28, 1903 
FLOODING IN RECREATION GROUND 

TH, JUNE 2O, 1903 
TROUT RELEASED FROM PONDS 

TH, JULY 13, 1903 
PLANT DONATION 

TH, AUGUST 21, 1903 
PEACOCK DONATED 

TH, AUGUST 26, 1903 

Wiggins Memorial Stone Arrives 

TH, SEPTEMBER 2, 1903 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 5, 1903 
10,000 FRY RELEASED INTO PONDS 

TH, SEPTEMBER 7, 1903 
SPORTS GROUND IMPROVEMENTS 

TH, SEPTEMBER 5, 1903 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 19, 1903 
FUNDRAISING 
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TH, OCTOBER 22, 1903 
RECREATION GROUND 

TH, OCTOBER 27, 1903 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 5, 1903 
PLANT DONATION 

  

TH, DECEMBER 17, 1903 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, DECEMBER 17, 1903 
SPORTS GROUND PROPOSAL 
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Taranaki Herald, 21 Dec 1903 

Recreation Ground Board Meeting 

TH, DECEMBER 21, 1903 
DRAINING SPORTS GROUND 
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The Hatchery Lawn when it was a trout rearing farm. A gentleman appears 
to be looking at one of the fish ponds. (private collection, Alan Metcalfe) 

A view of the Wiggins memorial looking south.  
(Auckland Weekly News, February 4, 1904) 

TH, DECEMBER 21, 1903 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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1904 
 For many years the Recreation Ground Board suffered from a lack of funds and sometimes found 

themselves in desperate financial situations. They would approach the Borough Council for a subsidy 

and received varying responses. The Board had on occasions threatened to hand over the grounds to 

the council if they did not get a subsidy (which they could have done). This threat was always a bluff.  

Eventually the council agreed to an increase in the subsidy if they could have representation on the 

Board. This was agreed. Richard Cock (Mayor), Collis and Carter were the three selected to sit on the 

Board. Cock had been a past trustee of the ground for some years. The subsidy was raised to £100. 

Harris Ford resigned as secretary of the Board having served twenty-three years in the position, he 

was replaced by E. H. Tribe. 

One unusual occurrence was the release of a pair of opossums into the Recreation Ground, they were 

obviously unaware of the problems the little critters would pose. Back then they were introduced 

because of the value of their pelt. 

The first interprovincial soccer match was played in the Recreation Ground against a team from 

Auckland. The local team was expected to lose badly as it was a fledgling team up against a well-
established one. The Auckland team had agreed to come to town to help promote the game. The pitch 

in the Recreation Ground was in a sorry state, very heavy, carrying a lot of water and stifled the 

passing game of the visitors.  A game of hit and chase by the Taranaki team resulted in an unlikely 

win to the home side. A second game was organised to be played a few days later but the venue was 

changed due to the poor condition of the pitch. 

The big sporting event of the year was the rugby match between Taranaki and Britain which drew an 

estimated crowd of 9000 people. The game finished in a draw. 

Lots of trout fry were lost over the summer months. A leak was discovered between a rearing pond 

and the lily pond allowing fry to escape and eels to enter. Other fish died due to the high temperature 

of the water because the ponds were small and shallow. 

A disturbing event occurred in the grounds, that of an illegal operation. A young lady had got into 

trouble and her boyfriend solicited the help of an herbalist from Opunake to come to New Plymouth 

to terminate the pregnancy, this was attempted at night in the Band Rotunda. Unfortunately, the 

operation did not go well and the young lady had to go to hospital. The gentleman from Opunake was 

sentenced to five years imprisonment for his actions. 

In an article from the Taranaki Herald 21st December there is a mention of a glowworm cave. The 

small cave was in the hillside close to where the Morten Bay Fig now stands. The cave was destroyed 

in the 1950’s when a tree fell. 

Fundraising suffered this year because the Board decided not to hold a floral fete. This was to avoid 

interference with the New Plymouth Exhibition and Christmas carnival. 

Plant donations included several roots of purple flowered water lily from Mrs Wilkie and native 

shrubs from Messrs T. McKenzie and J. Whitehead, of Tikorangi. Also gifted were two opossums 

from Mr Moynihan and a pea hen from Mr Carrick. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• Borough councillors selected to sit on Recreation Ground Board. 
• E H Tribe appointed Secretary and Treasurer of Recreation Grounds Board. 
• First Board meeting Borough Councillors attended.  
• First provincial soccer match in Taranaki - played at the Recreation Ground. 
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Australasian Student Christian Union, Summer School. (Auckland Weekly News 4th February 1904) 
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TH, JANUARY 5, 1904 
OPPOSITION TO SPORTS GROUND 

EXPANSION 

TH, JANUARY 11, 1904 

TH, JANUARY 22, 1904 
TROUT FRY DYING DUE TO HEAT 

TH, JANUARY 22, 1904 

TH, FEBRUARY 8, 1904 

TH, FEBRUARY 15, 1904 
PLANT DONATION 

TH, APRIL 25, 1904 
REVIEW OF FISH PONDS 

TH, MAY 5, 1904 
BOROUGH COUNCILORS TO SIT ON 

RECREATION GROUND BOARD 
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TH, MAY 17, 1904 
INCREASE IN COUNCIL SUBSIDY 

TH, MAY 24, 1904 
RECREATION GROUND ACCOUNTS 

1903 

TH, MAY 31, 1904 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 1, 1904 
PROPOSED SPORTS GROUND 

SCHEME 
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TH, JULY 1, 1904 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 9, 1904 
PEA-HEN WANTED 

TH, JULY 9, 1904 
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 

  

TH, JULY 11, 1904 
APPEAL FOR DONATIONS 

TH, AUGUST 11, 1904 

TH, JULY 9, 1904 
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TH, JULY 20, 1904 
SPORTS GROUND COMMENT 
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TH, AUGUST 30, 1904 
OPOSSUMS RELEASED INTO 

GROUNDS 

TH, AUGUST 31, 1904 
FIRST PROVINCIAL SOCCER MATCH 

TH, SEPTEMBER 1, 1904 
FIRST PROVINCIAL SOCCER MATCH 

 

TH, SEPTEMBER 2, 1904 
SOCCER MATCH REPORT 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 2, 1904 
SCUM ON LAKE FOLLOWING 

EARTHQUAKE 

TH, SEPTEMBER 19, 1904 

TH, SEPTEMBER 29, 1904 
TROUT FRY FOR PONDS 

TH, OCTOBER 5, 1904 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, DECEMBER 16, 1904 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 17, 1904 

TH, DECEMBER 21, 1904 
MENTION OF GLOWWORM CAVE 

TH, DECEMBER 21, 1904 
PEA HEN DONATED 

TH, DECEMBER 26, 1904 
PREPARATION FOR FIREWORKS 

DISPLAY 
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Boatshed and Boatshed Bridge. (Auckland Weekly News 4th February 1904) 
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1905 
The development of the Sports Ground once again became a major issue, putting the Recreation 

Ground Board in a difficult position. Their position being that running the Recreation Ground was 

their brief, not developing a sports ground. The way forward was again to have a separate committee 

come in and take over the development of the sports ground. In November, a Recreation Sports 

Ground Committee was formed, made up of representatives from many different local sporting 

bodies. It was chaired by A. L. Humphries. Humphries was a rugby player who had represented his 

country 15 times scoring 47 points. He played halfback weighing in at 60kg, hence the affectionate 

nickname “Skinny”. He went on to manage the All Blacks in 1908. Humphries was an accountant by 

trade. The committee took control of the sports ground for 7 years. 

The planned scheme involved cutting back the southern terraces 16 ½ yards, the eastern terrace 11 

yards, and the hill on the west side of the ground to be cut back 16 ½ yards and a terrace built. The 

playing surface was to be raised 4 feet and measure 135 yards long and 110 yards wide. A cycle track 

was proposed around the playing field. The main entrance would move to Gilbert Street and a 

changing room and pavilion would be constructed in the south-east corner if funds allowed. The cost 

was estimated to be around £1300. A lot of fundraising would be necessary and a ladies committee 

was set up to help. Fundraising got off to a good start with a £100 donation from the Licensed 

Victuallers Association. 

The first Tea House was built this year, this was possible because local tradespeople gave their time 

gratis. The building was designed by architect J. A. Maisey who left New Plymouth for Wellington in 

1905. The Tea House may well have been his New Plymouth swansong.  

Plant donations included: Collection of native shrubs, bulbs, and seeds from Mrs Weyergang of 

Ngaire for planting round the new ladies’ room, and shrubs from Miss Woods. 

Original Tea House. Taken 1914  (Puke Ariki PHO2008-077) 
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Summary of significant events 

• Spar (mainmast salvaged from the shipwrecked Gairloch) donated to Recreation Grounds to be 
used as a flagstaff. 

• Tea House gets go ahead. 
• First mention of fish hatchery - not built until 1921. 
• Tea House completed, designed by John Arthur Maisey. 
• Robert Mace appointed custodian and assistant custodian job advertised. 
• Mr W Pycroft Junior employed as assistant caretaker. 
• New sports committee formed to make improvements to Sports Ground. 

Two pictures of the Recreation Ground (Auckland Weekly News August 1905) 
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TH, JANUARY 2, 1905 

TH, JANUARY 3, 1905 

TH, JANUARY 4, 1905 

TH, JANUARY 11, 1905 

TH, FEBRUARY 4, 1905 
VANDALISM IN THE GROUNDS 

TH, FEBRUARY 21, 1905 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, FEBRUARY 14, 1905 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS 

TH, MARCH 1, 1905 
TROUT DISTRIBUTED FROM PONDS 

TH, MARCH 16, 1905 
TEA HOUSE TO PROCEED 

TH, March 22, 1905 
ABOUT THE TEA HOUSE 

TH, APRIL 10, 1905 
TEA HOUSE CONSTRUCTION STARTS 

TH, APRIL 12, 1905 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, APRIL 22, 1905 
STAR ANNUAL SPORTS DAY 

  

Recognising the need for a ladies’ room 
at the Recreation Ground the 
committee of management have had 
plans prepared for a suitable structure, 
neatly designed and convenient.  

The committee have been unable so far 
to carry out the work owing to lack of 
funds but are now in a position to 
allocate £15 for the purpose, besides 
having a quantity of suitable material 
available. The master builders of the 
town on being approached have 
generously offered to supply the labour 
for the erection of the building free of 
cost. Before it can be put in hand, 
however, a further sum of £25 is 
required and the committee trust that 
the ladies of the town will interest 
themselves in raising this amount. A 
united effort would undoubtedly be 
successful, and enable this necessary 
work to be undertaken without further 
delay. To date the fair sex have made 
no move in this direction but it is 
hoped that the committee’s offer will be 
taken advantage of otherwise the 
proposal to add to the ground’s 
attractions will lapse. 

The plans, which were prepared by Mr 
J. A. Maisey, architect, may be 
inspected at the office of the secretary. 
Mr Tribe, Egmont Street. 

These provide for an attractive little 
structure with ladies’ retiring rooms, 
spacious verandahs and ample seating 
accommodation, and there is to be a 
tea room attached, the dimensions of 
which will be 10ft by 15ft. Among the 
conveniences will be a large copper, 
which will prove of service in case of 
public gatherings. The tea rooms are 
designed with sliding doors so that 
upon special occasions they can be 
opened out and the accommodation 
largely augmented. 
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TDN, APRIL 28, 1905 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TDN, MAY 4, 1905 
ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 
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TH, JULY 10, 1905 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 26, 1905 
PLANT DONATION FOR TEA HOUSE 

TH, AUGUST 4, 1905 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1905 
ASSISTANT CUSTODIAN REQUIRED 

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1905 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

Taranaki Herald, 13 Sept 1905 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 14, 1905 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, NOVEMBER 8, 1905 

TEA HOUSE ADVERT 

TH, NOVEMBER 14, 1905 

NEW COUNCILOR ON BOARD 

TH, NOVEMBER 15, 1905 

SPORTS GROUND DEVELOPMENT 

TH, NOVEMBER 15, 1905 

DONATION 

TH, NOVEMBER 17, 1905 

SUPPORT FOR SPORTS GROUND 

WORK 

TH, OCTOBER 16, 1905 

ISABELLA SMALL BEQUEST 
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TH, NOVEMBER 27, 1905 

FIRST MEETING OF SPORTS 

GROUND COMMITTEE 

  

TH, NOVEMBER 30, 1905 

SPORTS GROUND FUNDRAISING 

TH, DECEMBER 1, 1905 

SPORTS GROUND COMMITTEE 

  

TH, DECEMBER 5, 1905 

TEA HOUSE ADVERT 

TH, DECEMBER 12, 1905 

DOOR TO DOOR CANVASSING 

TH, DECEMBER 13, 1905 

PROPOSED SPORTS GROUND 

IMPROVEMENTS 

  

TH, DECEMBER 21, 1905 

DONATION TO SPORTS GROUND 
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1906 
This year was all about fundraising for the Sports Ground development. Unfortunately, it had an 

adverse effect on the ability of the Recreation Ground Board to raise money for the rest of the 

grounds. 

The plan for the Sports Ground development was to make the pitch bigger to the south and east 

and raise the level of the pitch substantially. Some of the fill would come from removing the 

existing terraces and cutting in new ones but this would not be sufficient. Coincidentally the 

railway in town was being deviated from its route along Lemon Street to its present-day route 

parallel to Molesworth Street, requiring a deep cutting. The Sports Ground Committee got eight 

hundred yards of topsoil from that cutting which was carted to the ground using horse and dray.  

Once the Sports Ground Committee took over the sports field it was deemed necessary to keep the 

public out for safety reasons. To do this would mean closing the Liardet Street Entrance, the main 

entrance to the park. This led to the need for a new entrance, which was made on Gilbert Street. 

One positive result was much better access to the waterfall near the entrance. At that time, the 

ground was not flat, and a lot of fill had to be put down.  

Work on the Sports Ground started in September. The first job was to relocate any plants that 

were going to be in the way of the changes. Also, some trees needed to be felled and cut up for 

firewood. A motorised circular saw was used for this and became an attraction for onlookers. By 

the end of November the old terraces had gone. 

A commemorative marble tablet listing deceased people who had made donations to the 

Recreation Ground was placed on the side of Cannon Hill (see picture over). The names on the 

tablet at the time of erection were: J. T. Davis, Martha King, Isabella Small, Peter Madsen and R. 

H. Govett. More names would be added when appropriate.  

Waterfowl in the Recreation Ground were always in peril especially from roaming dogs. 

However, one Russian gander found itself offside with the Board for eating duck eggs and it 

ended up on a board member’s dining table. 

In September the Custodian of the Recreation Grounds reported to the Chairman the planting out 

of the following shrubs during the season just ended; kahikatea 130, totara 200, ramarama 40, 

rimu 30, hinau 8, maire 10, kowhai 20, manuka 50, tawhiri 20, tarata 15, rata 6, lacebark 10, 

koromiko 15, matipou 10, 16 sorts of miscellaneous native shrubs 151, tree ferns 40, paratawhiti 

fern 10, mountain toi 22, tree flax 12, flax various, 50, ribbon grass 15, Australian gums 10, arum 

lily, 130 clumps, also 2200 young native trees planted in the nurseries. The hinau tree at the 

Hughes Walk entry to the Children’s Playground may be of the eight listed above. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• Sports Ground Committee take over the sports ground. 

• Robert Govett bequest of £100. 

• Plans for Sports Ground improvements drawn up by Messrs Sladden & Palmer. Estimate 
£1200. 

• Commemorative tablet to deceased donors erected on south face of Cannon Hill. 

• Earth from railway realignment cutting brought to sports ground for raising level of Sports 
Ground. 

• Richard Seddon memorial service attracts 3000 people to the grounds. 

• Trade exhibition and garden party fundraiser for sports ground under patronage of Lord 
Plunket. 
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Sir Richard Seddon’s memorial Service. (Auckland Weekly News, June 28, 1906) 

Lord Plunket inspecting veterans. (Auckland Weekly News, October 18, 1906) 

To the left of the Band Rotunda can be seen the marble 

tablet erected to commemorate the deceased benefactors. 

(private collection Alan Metcalfe) 
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TDN, JANUARY 11, 1906 

SPORTS GROUND COMMITTEE 

  

TH, FEBRUARY 21, 1906 

MADSEN BEQUEST 

TH, FEBRUARY 9, 1906 

RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, FEBRUARY 16, 1906 

FUNDRAISING 

TH, FEBRUARY 20, 1906 

TH, FEBRUARY 22, 1906 

SUCCESSFUL GARDEN PARTY 
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TH, MARCH 9, 1906 

PEA FOWL ATTACKED 

TH, MARCH 12, 1906 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS 

  

TH, MARCH 13, 1906 

FUNDRAISING 
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TDN, APRIL 11, 1906 

TH, APRIL 26, 1906 

ROBERT GOVETT BEQUEST 

TDN, MAY 1, 1906 

SPORTS GROUND DONORS 

TH, MAY 3, 1906 

RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TDN, MAY 29, 1906 

RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, MAY 21, 1906 

FUNDRAISING 

  

TDN, JUNE 1, 1906 

SPORTS GROUND PITCH A 

TH, JUNE 7, 1906 

RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JUNE 14, 1906 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1905 
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TDN, JUNE 22, 1906 

SEDDON MEMORIAL 

  

TH, JUNE 30, 1906 

TENDER FOR CARTING SOIL 

TH, JULY 5, 1906 

SOIL CARTING TENDER AWARDED 

TH, JULY 12, 1906 

CALL TO REMOVE WIGGINS 

MEMORIAL 

TDN, JULY 2, 1906 

TENDER FOR CARTING SOIL 

TH, JULY 23, 1906 

TH, JULY 25, 1906 

HANDOVER OF SPORTS GROUND 

TDN, JULY 25, 1906 

RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 26, 1906 

GILBERT STREET ENTRANCE 

TH, JULY 26, 1906 

PLANTS MOVED FROM SPORTS 

GROUND 

TH, AUGUST 11, 1906 

RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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TH, AUGUST 22, 1906 

COMMEMORATIVE TABLET 

INSTALLED 

TDN, AUGUST 30, 1906 

BUCKING BRONCO FOR FETE 

TH, SEPTEMBER 8, 1906 

TENDER FOR TREE REMOVAL 

TH, SEPTEMBER 18, 1906 

FUNDRAISING 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 18, 1906 

TENDER TO ENLARGE SPORTS 

GROUND 

TH, SEPTEMBER 21, 1906 

CIRCULAR SAW FOR TREE CUTTING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 25, 1906 

GANDER ENDS UP ON PLATE 

TH, OCTOBER 8, 1906 

EXTRAORDINARY FIREWORK 

TH, OCTOBER 9, 1906 

FUNDRAISING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 28, 1906 

TREE PLANTING LIST 
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TDN, OCTOBER 11, 1906 

GARDEN PARTY—HUGE SUCCESS 

TH, OCTOBER 15, 1906 

SPORTS GROUND UPDATE 
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TH, NOVEMBER 10, 1906 

RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, NOVEMBER 19, 1906 

SPORTS GROUND UPDATE 

TH, DECEMBER 5, 1906 

SPORTS GROUND COMMITTEE 

TH, DECEMBER 7, 1906 

RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 
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1907 
The Sports Ground Committee worked tirelessly during the year raising funds and developing the 

Sports Ground so that it could be ready for the official opening at the end of the year. The area of the 

field was increased by at least half a chain all round. The level of the pitch was raised by about 4 feet 

and new terraces were made. 

Before the work began on the upgrade there were six terraces which could accommodate 500 people, 

after improvements this increased to 22 terraces accommodating around 2000 spectators. A 

promenade running around the ground at the bottom of the terraces was incorporated. The terraces 

were faced with turf, which was held in place using 25,000 wooden pegs, representing 2000 ft of 

timber. 

A lot of seating was required for the new terraces and the Sports ground Committee asked the public 

to donate rows of seats. The call was answered by many people including, Mrs Woolfrey Bridge, Mrs 

F. L. Webster, Mrs Capel, Misses Humphries. Messrs, H. Okey, M.H.R, W. G. Malone, A. G. Sykes, 

B. Tippings, George George, and Mr Waugh. 

Fourteen tons of soil was imported from Longburn, Manawatu for the cricket pitch and practice pitch. 

This was considered the best soil in the country for cricket pitches. The grass seed was donated by 

Tothill Ltd. of Invercargill, an agent of Sutton & Sons of Reading, England. 

The first cricket match on the new pitch was on Boxing day 1907. Taranaki v Wanganui. 

Another major development started during the year was establishing the Serpentine, the body of 

water between the Boatshed Bridge and the boundary with Brooklands. Prior to the lake being 

formed two streams entered the Recreation Ground, one on the west side of what is now Goodwin 

Dell, the other through the Maranui/Brooklands valley which formed the eastern boundary of the 

grounds.  When the lake was formed the stream beyond the Boatshed Bridge was wider than the 

original stream but not very deep and full of raupo. Percy Smith oversaw the development of the 

Serpentine and did the surveying required to lay it out. Smith was a retired Surveyor-General of New 

Zealand.  A lot of the labourers were Maori, some of them camped out with their families while 

employed on the development. On completion the crew were employed by Newton King to dig out 

the Brooklands lake near the Bowl of Brooklands. The board received a bequest of £100 from the 

estate of Mrs Broham, sister of C. W. Govett. This along with the bequest of her brother’s (R. H. 

Govett) was used for the Serpentine construction. 

The renaming of The Recreation Ground to something unique and befitting its reputation had been 

discussed many times since its inception. Renaming would prevent confusion between it and the 

Sports Ground and other recreation grounds in the area. Previous attempts to change its name had hit 

difficulties and been unsuccessful as an application had to be made through an MP. Percy Smith 

came up with the name Pukekura Park because the valley had been known by local Maori as 

Pukekura for hundreds of years.  In Maori Pukekura means red hill. The name possibly refers to a hill 

at the southern end of the valley covered in rata with their beautiful red flowers. The name change 

went up for discussion at a board meeting and after considerable argument the vote was 5 – 4 in 

favour of change. The Sports Ground was still called the Recreation Ground Sports Ground.  

It was reported that during the planting season, Mr Mace, the custodian of the Recreation Grounds, 

and his assistant had set out in permanent positions a total of 540 trees and shrubs, comprised of 250 

in connection with the new entrance from Gilbert Street, 50 at the John Street entrance, 130 in the 

newly designed belt along the Carrington Street frontage and 110 in other parts of the grounds.  

Mr Edgecombe (former curator) made an expedition to Raglan-Waitetuna country bringing back 390 

trees, shrubs and other plants. These were transplanted in the Grounds, mostly in the nurseries.  There 

were about 340 trees comprising   of about twelve varieties not found in Taranaki, including some 

fine celery-topped pines, 45 ferns of new sorts and 5 native tois or grasses. 
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Mr R. Davies, a horticulturalist specialising in native shrubs offered to donate a complete collection of 

specimen shrubs on condition that he was employed to plant them. The Board agreed and allotted a 

piece of land on the upper level of the Carrington Road for the purpose. 

 

Summary of significant events 

• New terraces cut in the extended sports ground. 
• Sports Ground terraces are turfed. 
• Recreation Grounds Board passes resolution to change name to Pukekura Park. 
• Work starts on extending main lake towards Brooklands (Serpentine). 
• Bequest from Mrs Broham’s estate. 

Auckland Weekly News, 3rd October 1907 

Auckland Weekly News, 12th December 1907 



219 

TH, FEBRUARY 5, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND UPDATE 

TH, FEBRUARY 8, 1907 

TH, FEBRUARY 18, 1907 
20,000 TROUT IN NURSERIES 

TH, FEBRUARY 18, 1907 

 SPORTS GROUND UPDATE 

TH, FEBRUARY 28, 1907 
DRAIN PIPES ON SITE 

TH, MARCH 7, 1907 
GUM TREES FLOWERING 

TH, MARCH 12, 1907 
GRASS SEED DONATED 

TH, MARCH 14, 1907 
CUSTODIAN HAS ACCIDENT 

TH, MARCH 19, 1907 
DONATIONS 

TH, MARCH 20, 1907 
LAKE EXTENSION SUGGESTED 

TH, APRIL 4, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND UPDATE 

TH, APRIL 15, 1907 
TOPSOIL FOR SPORTS GROUND 

TH, APRIL 19, 1907 
DONATIONS 
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TH, APRIL 23, 1907 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

ANNUAL MEETING 

  

TH, MAY 10, 1907 
OFFER OF PLANT DONATION 

TH, MAY 11, 1907 
TERRACES TO BE FACED 

TH, MAY 15, 1907 
CARRINGTON RD ENTRANCE 

WIDENED 

 The recreation Ground Committee 

have had the Carrington Road 

entrance widened so as to admit of the 

free ingress of gocarts, an alteration 

which will be appreciated by mothers 

desirous of giving their offspring an 

airing in New Plymouth’s chief beauty 

spot. 
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TH, MAY 25, 1907 
TURF FOR TERRACES 

TH, JUNE 3, 1907 
SEATS FOR SPORTS GROUND 

TH, JUNE 21, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND SEAT DONATION 

TH, JUNE 24, 1907 
PLANT DONATION 

TH, JUNE 25, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND SEAT DONATION 

TH, JULY 11, 1907 
NAME CHANGE PROPOSED 

  

TH, JULY 11, 1907 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 13, 1907 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, JULY 17, 1907 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, JULY 19, 1907 
NATIVE BIRDS IN GROUNDS 

TH, JULY 22, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND SEAT DONATION 

TH, AUGUST 1, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND PLANTING 

  

TH, AUGUST 7, 1907 
DONATIONS TO SPORTS GROUND 

TH, AUGUST 13, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND UPDATE 
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TH, AUGUST 31, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND FUNDRAISING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 9, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND DRAINAGE 

  

TH, SEPTEMBER 16, 1907 
EDGECOMBE RETURNS FROM 

RAGLAN 

TH, SEPTEMBER 18, 1907 
FUNDRAISING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 19, 1907 
SEASONS PLANTING 

TH, SEPTEMBER 21, 1907 
SERPENTINE WORK STARTED 
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TH, SEPTEMBER 23, 1907 TH, SEPTEMBER 23, 1907 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, OCTOBER 8, 1907 
SHEEP GRAZING SPORTS FIELD 

TH, OCTOBER 16, 1907 
DONATIONS 

TH, OCTOBER 25, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND SEAT DONATION 

TH, NOVEMBER 7, 1907 
RECREATION GROUND BOARD 

MEETING 

TH, DECEMBER 2, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND OPENING DAY 

TDN, DECEMBER 2, 1907 
WHITE SWAN HAS CYGNETS 

TH, DECEMBER 4, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND OPENING DAY 

TH, DECEMBER 7, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
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TH, DECEMBER 16, 1907 
SEAT DONATIONS WANTED 

TH, DECEMBER 18, 1907 
CRICKET WICKET READY 

TH, DECEMBER 24, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND SEAT DONATION 

TH, DECEMBER 24, 1907 
SERPENTINE UPDATE 

TH, DECEMBER 27, 1907 
FIREWORK DISPLAY 

  

TH, DECEMBER 27, 1907 
CRICKET ON NEW PITCH 

TH, DECEMBER 30, 1907 
SPORTS GROUND OPENING DAY 
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A 
Acclimatisation Society, 19, 21, 43, 81, 175, 179-181 
Arbor Day, 131, 134, 137, 141, 169 
Arden, Hamer, 101, 115, 119, 120, 126, 131, 134 
 
 B 
Band Rotunda (bandstand) 43, 49, 52, 62, 67, 68, 73, 75,  
 77-83, 85, 88, 93, 100-104, 189, 208, 
Barclay, H. V. D., 51, 56, 61 
Bathing House (shed), 25-29, 40, 41, 103 
 Fire, 103 
Bathing Flag, 75, 79 
Bayley, Reginald, 2, 5, 15, 22, 35, 36, 37, 40, 101,  
 102, 106, 123 
Bequests 
 Broham, Helen, R. M (nee Govett), 217 
 Govett, R. H., 207, 211, 217 
 King Martha, 145, 150, 207 
 Madsen, P., 207, 209 
 Small, Isabella, 207, 211 
Birds, 27, 52, 77, 82, 83, 90, 92, 98, 99, 106, 113, 120, 125, 142, 
     148, 152, 158, 171, 177, 179, 183, 185, 197, 214, 221, 223 
Breidecker, 2 
Boatshed, 66, 113, 115, 120, 123, 124, 198 
Boatshed bridge, 114, 115, 120, 123, 124, 198 
Bye-Laws, 27, 29, 133 
Bye-wash, 23 
 
C 
Cannons 7, 61, 62, 66, 81, 83, 90, 101, 115, 117,  
 123, 165, 189 
Cannon Hill,  115, 117 
Carnell, Charles, 7, 8, 11 
Carrington, F. A., 1, 7, 10 
Chew Chong, 67, 68, 69 
Claffey, Darby, 15, 43, 48, 75, 77, 78, 91, 93,  115 
 131, 136, 137, 139, 151, 152, 154 
Cock, Richard, 81, 89, 90, 115, 155, 189 
Collis, W. A., 155, 189, 192 
Colson, T., 2, 5, 7, 37, 130 
Corkill, F. P., 67, 68, 72, 115, 118 
Cricket, 109, 113, 114, 137, 145, 180, 181, 183, 217, 224 
 
D 
Dardanelles, 19, 24 
Davidson, James, 25, 31, 33, 44, 67, 68, 71, 72 
Davis, James,  1, 15, 32, 51, 55, 61, 101, 107 
Ditch & Bank fencing, 5 
Drinking fountain, 145, 148, 149 
 
E 
Edgecombe, Charles, 137, 139, 155, 158, 169, 175, 180, 217 
Eels, 25, 29, 81, 175, 189, 191 
  
F 
Fish/Fishing, 29, 35, 41, 47, 49, 55, 67, 72, 73, 75, 79-81, 98, 128 
Fishponds, 175, 179–83, 185, 186, 189, 191, 196, 202, 219 
Flagpole (flagstaff), 43, 47, 67, 68-70, 72, 74, 75, 79,  
 108, 169, 171, 193, 200 
Floral Fete, 137, 138, 141–43, 144, 150, 151,  
 153–55, 159-163, 185 
Furlong’s Graces, 43, 47, 50, 61, 62, 67, 68, 70, 71, 75 
Furlong’s Fountain, 43, 47, 50 
 

G 
Garden seats,  67, 69, 72, 73, 78, 132, 145, 148,  
 155, 158, 163, 168  
Gibbes Doctor, 37, 43, 89, 90 
Gilbert Street entrance, 213, 217 
Glowworm caves, 50, 189, 197 
Govett, C. W., 25, 27,  101, 106, 109, 110, 131 
 
H 
Harris Ford, 1, 140, 189 
Hatchery Lawn Waterfall,  43 
Hood, Archibald, 109, 120, 123, 131, 163 
Hughes, R. C., 1-3, 6, 25, 31, 43, 47, 51, 53, 61, 66 
Hughes R (senior),  93, 96, 97, 99, 177 
  
J 
Jockey Club, 81, 131, 169 
Johnny Fro, 120, 123, 128, 129 
 
K 
Kelly, Thomas, 1-4, 15 
Kidd 101, 106, 108 
King, Thomas, 1, 25 
  
L 
Land acquisitions, 149 
 Section 1065, 5,7,8,9 
 Section 1084, 7, 8, 9, 93, 95, 115 
 Section 1086, 75, 79 
 Section 1135, 123, 127, 128 
 Section 1172, 8 
 Section 1175, 8 
 Section 1182, 158, 159 
 Maori reserve No 12, 101, 106 
 Part of 4 Sub 1 (DP9521) Jockey Club,  81, 83,  
  131, 132, 134, 169, 171 
Lake (main), 109, 112, 164 
 Dam, 15, 17, 19-23, 21, 55, 81, 109 
Lake (fountain),  42, 101, 115, 118, 119, 121, 122, 137, 146 
Liardet Street entrance, 7, 8, 11, 45, 61, 67, 68, 207 
  
M 
Mace, R., 145, 147, 158, 200, 204, 217, 219 
Maloney, Stephen, 93, 98 
Manhattan island, 155, 156, 158, 166, 175 
Maze, 109, 113, 114, 118, 121, 123, 131, 135, 163 
Mitchinson, James., 7, 19, 22, 25, 37, 39, 40, 67, 73 
  
N 
Newman, W, L., 67, 73, 81, 123, 128, 131, 134, 155, 169, 175 
Newton King, 25, 90, 98, 110, 115, 217 
Nicoll, J., 19, 21, 31 
  
O 
O’Carroll, Dr. (fountain),  49 
Opening day ceremony, 7, 10 
Opossums, 189 
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P 
Poet’s Bridge, 51, 55, 56, 61, 62, 63-65, 69,  
             74, 83, 131, 148 
 
Q 
 Queen Victoria, 81, 83, 145, 148, 169, 173, 174 
  
R 
Rhind, G. (Rhind gates), 61, 66–69, 93, 94, 96, 97, 99, 115 
Roy, J. B., 37, 123, 128 
  
S 
Scenery preservation Society, 131, 175 
Serpentine, 217, 218, 221-224 
Skinner, T. K., 2, 18, 20, 36, 37, 89, 91, 92, 95, 130, 137, 151, 
                   155, 158, 163, 172, 175, 180, 181, 186, 191 
Smith, S. Percy, 130,175, 180, 181, 217 
Sports 
 Athletics, 96, 97, 99, 103, 104, 111, 114, 118, 121, 125 
            129, 201, 202, 211 
 Cricket, 66, 109, 113, 114, 137, 145, 180, 181, 183, 217, 224 
 Rugby (football), 67, 68, 72, 113, 115, 119, 126, 134, 137,  
            141, 145, 172, 189, 193, 199 
 Soccer, 189, 195 
 Swimming/ club, 28-30, 33, 38, 45, 53, 54, 66, 69, 70, 77 
            79, 82, 95, 114, 118, 129, 131, 135, 157, 
             165, 166, 177, 201 
Sports Ground 
 Swamp reclamation (pre 1889), 19, 22, 37, 39, 40, 43,  
  45, 49, 54, 64, 73 
 S G Committee (1889– 1897),  89, 91-93, 95-97, 101, 105, 

                              108, 110, 135, 145, 146, 147 
 Recreation Ground Board Control, 163, 167, 168, 172, 179,  
                                     185-188, 191, 192, 196, 199-201 
 S G Committee (1905), 204- 207, 213-19,  220–24 
 Dressing room, 150 
    
T 
Tablet—List of deceased benefactors,  207, 213, 214 
Tea House, 199, 200, 202, 205, 206 
Terraces, 145, 146, 199 
Thompson, R. H., 25-27, 29, 37 
Trout, 31, 35, 41, 67, 73, 78, 98, 134, 175, 181, 182, 185,  
 189, 191, 202, 219 
  
U 
Under-sluice, 15, 19-21 
  
V 
vases 67, 73, 75, 76, 114 
vineyard, 2, 4, 5, 39  
 
W 
Waterfall 43, 50, 75, 101, 102, 155, 207 
Way, Annie, 147 
Whalebones (whale), 115, 116, 117, 118, 121, 145, 148 
Wheeler, J., 101, 109, 115, 181, 185 
Wiggins, C. E (Wiggins memorial)., 163, 167,  
 181, 182, 184, 185, 188, 213 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Plant Index 
 
A 
Acacia, 78 
Akeake, 101, 108 
Alder, 131, 134 
Arum lily, 207, 214 
Ash, 131 
Austrian pine, 131, 134 
Azalea, 109 
 
B 
Balbrogia lucida, 131, 134 
Black wattle, 78 
Box-thorn, 109 
  
C 
Cabbage tree, 101, 108, 109, 113, 119, 137, 141, 142, 175 
Camellia, 123, 128 
Camphor laurel, 131, 134 
Casuarina or shiok, 131, 134 
Cedrus deodara, 131, 134 
Celery-topped pines, 217 
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana, 131 
Chilean pine, 131, 134 
Cryptomeria elegans, 131, 134 
Cupressus macnabiana, 85 
Cupressus macrocarpa, 85 
  
E 
Eucalyptus (blue gum), 51, 55 
Egyptian lilies, 143 
  
F 
Fennel, 95 
Fern, 7, 65, 113, 131, 145, 148, 159, 169, 207, 217 
Ficus macrophylla (Moreton Bay  Fig), 131, 134 
Flax, 207 
  
G 
Golden wattle, 51, 72 
Grevillea robusta, 131, 134 
Gums, 207, 214 
  
H 
Himalaya pines, 123, 128 
Hinau, 131, 134, 207, 214 
Holly, 61, 66 
Horoeka or lancewood, 101, 108 
 
K 
Kahikatea, 101, 108, 207, 214 
Kamahi, 163 
Karaka, 101, 108 
Kauri, 169, 171 
Kawakawa, 101, 108 
Kentia palm, 131, 134 
King Fern, 43 
Kohekohe, 101, 108 
Koromiko, 101, 108, 181, 183, 207, 214 
Kowhai, 101, 108, 169, 172, 207, 214 
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L 
Lacebark, 131, 134, 207, 214 
Lancewood, 101 
Lawson cypress, 131, 134 
  
M 
Magnolias, 131, 134 
Maire, 101, 108, 158, 207, 214 
Mangeo, 169, 172 
Manuka rauriki, 101, 108, 169, 171, 207, 214 
Matai, 101, , 108 
Matipo (Red Birch) 101, 108, 207, 214 
Meryta sinclairi, (Puka) 123, 125 
Miro, 101, 108 
Mountain ash, 131, 134 
Mountain toi, 101, 108, 131, 134, 207, 214 
Mountain pine, 108 
  
N 
Ngaio, 101, 108 
Nikau, 101, 108, 131, 134 
Norfolk Island pine 7, 109, 131, 134 
  
O 
Oak, 7 
Olive, 131, 134 
  
P 
Pampas grass, 119  
Parapara, 101, 108 
Paratawhiti fern, 48, 101, 108, 207, 214 
Paulownia, 131, 134 
Persimmon, 55 
Pinus insignus (P. radiata), 7, 15, 181, 182 
Pinus torreyana, 85 
Pine tree culling, 126, 132, 141, 216 

Pittosporum trifolium (Pittosporum tennuifolium), 131, 134 

Plane, 131, 134 
Pohutukawa, 67, 73 
Pontederia crassipes, 169, 171 
Ponciana regia, 147 
Puka, 101, 108 
Pukatea, 101, 108 
Puriri, 7, 11, 61, 66, 67, 73, 101, 108, 119, 130, 131, 159 
  
R 
Ramarama, 101, 108, 207, 214 
Rata, 101, 108, 207, 214, 217 
Raupo, 155, 217 
Red Gum (Eucalyptus), 181, 183, 219 
Retinosporas, 131, 134 
Rewarewa, 101, 108 
Rhododendron, 131, 134 
Ribbon grass, 207, 214 
Ribbonwood, 181, 183 
Rimu (Red pine), 7, 101, 108, 131, 134, 207, 214 
  
S 
Sequiadendron giganteum, 15, 16 
Sequoia  sempervirens, 85 
Silver pine (manoao), 131, 134 
Spear grass, 101, 108 
Stingnettle of NZ, 101, 108 
Strawberry trees, 78 

T 
Tainui, 101, 106, 108 
Tamarisk, 131, 134 
Tanekaha, 169, 172 
Tarata, 101, 108, 207, 214 
Tawa, 101, 108 
Tawhiri, 207, 214 
Titoki or tapitapi, 101, 108 
Todea superba (Prince of Wales feather fern), 101, 108, 109, 113 
Tois, 217 
Totara, 61, 108, 101, 207, 214 
Tulip tree, 131, 134 
Tutu, 7, 77 
  
U 
Umbrella fern, 169 
  
V 
Vines, 2, 4, 5, 15, 16 
Vitis californica, 31 
  
W 
Water hyacinths, 143  
Washington palm, 131, 134 
Water lilies, 31, 35, 67, 73, 95, 15, 169, 189, 191 
Wharangi, 101, 108, 131, 134, 169, 172 
Willow, 120 
Y 
Yew, 7 
Yucca, 131, 134 
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